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Plans underway for first 
carbon neutral church 



A CHURCH in Reading aims 
to be ‘carbon neutral’ in 
seven years. 

St Peter’s Church 
Caversham is one of the first 
churches in the south of 
England to take this step. 

It has passed a wide rang- 
ing resolution, pledging to 
use energy more efficiently 
and reduce the church’s car- 
bon emissions. 

A comprehensive energy 
survey was carried out earlier 
this year. 

John Madeley, the church’s 
licensed lay minister, said: 
‘The survey identified a num- 
ber of ways in which the 
church can cut its carbon 
emissions. Some can be done 
soon, such as installing low 
energy lightbulbs and 
improving insulation, for 
example, while others are 
more long term.’ 

The survey said the church 
- which has a large south fac- 
ing roof - would be well 
placed to take advantage of 
solar and wind power. 

More work is to be done 
on these possibilities. 

Though the church will 
have to pledge money to go 
‘carbon neutral’ it is an 



investment that will pay off, 
Mr Madeley believes. 

‘Its a bold aim but I think 
we can be a carbon neutral 
church by 2015, powered by 
sources of energy which do 
not cause global warming 
and damage. 

‘Climate change is not a 
distant threat, its affecting 
the poorest people now.’ 

Funding is also available 
via government schemes for 
homes and organisations 
wanting to install environ- 
mentally friendly systems 
such as solar panels. 

The Church of England’s 
Shrinking the Footprint ini- 
tiative speaks of tackling cli- 
mate change in ‘faith, prac- 
tice and mission’. 

The campaign is now in its 
second year and supports 
practical, locally based 
initiatives. 

Churches interested in 
tackling their carbon foot- 
print can also contact eco 
congregation on www.eco- 
congregation.org 

This Christian organisa-. 
tion advises churches on how 
to go green and hands out 
awards to celebrate eco- 
friendly churches. 




The inauguration of the new Bishop of Oxford 

For the full story and photos see centre pages 




n fKfferfl ftiv 
otSEDSOOfllsfeffiD 
oGSS&ttD 
oragflSQjO 



Provence 



Africa 



(Tunisia 



FrenchTsunshine 



Switzerland 



•neepurekfinilceland 



elephant ride in Thailand 
enjoy sparkling Paris 
• make friends in Serbia 
• bring care to Peru 



/T ~ ^ 



WMo) 



A huge variety of exciting destinations 
- all at amazingly economical costs I 
Sharing Christian friendship 
with refreshing evening Bible Talks 



Email: office@oakhalj.co.uk Tel: 0T732 763131 Fax: 01732 763136 Oak Hall. Otford. Kent TNI 5 6XF 











2 



THE DOOR : JULY/AUGUST 2007 



News 



n brief 



Putting church at the heart of the racing 
community in the Lamboum Valley 



Bv Sally Wright 

THE need for the church to be in close contact 
with the everyday life of the community it 
serves is a conviction strongly held by the 
Reverend Tony Cumberlidge in the Lambourn 
Valley, and Rogationtide is a perfect opportu- 
nity to highlight the connection between the 
church and the local horse racing-dominated 
economy. 

The festival, dating back to the 5th century, 
was an occasion when parishioners asked for 
God’s blessing on the emerging crops and 



stock, on which their livelihood depended. 
But in recent years celebration of 
Rogationtide had lapsed, until this year when 
services were held at stables at Lambourn, 
Eastbury and East Garston. After introduc- 
tion by the hosts describing the location and 
the industry, there were prayers, hymns and 
Bible readings and finally a blessing, all led by 
Mr Cumberlidge. Even the horses, and at one 
service, the beef cattle, joined in! 

All present agreed that it was a superb occa- 
sion with the church and local community 
mutually supporting each other. 




OXFORD Friends in Faith united in June for the 2007 Friendship Walk through the city. Starting 
at the Oxford Synagogue and Jewish Centre in Jericho, the walkers, joined by Bishops John and 
Colin, made their way to the Central Mosque in East Oxford, via the University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin, photo by Paul Proudman 




Angels get down to business 

TEENAGERS from an Oxfordshire church took part in an 
‘angel’s den’ contest, bidding for money from businessmen 
for their community-minded projects. Three businessmen 
from St Matthew’s Church in Oxford came up with the idea 
for the contest, based on the popular TV series Dragons Den. 
The aim was to find ethical and sustainable projects which 
would be of real benefit to the community. 

Contestants put forward their plans to the men, who all 
dressed for the part in suits and angel’s wings. Martin Morse 
is a director of a marketing company, Jonathan Winter a 
director of a research and technology company and William 
Peachey, a senior manager. 

The panel were so impressed by the inventive schemes that 
they decided they all deserved start-up grants, and the 
teenagers were given tips on how to get their ideas going. 

The ideas included fairtrade fashion, fairtrade school din- 
ners, a green points loyalty card and a rickshaw tour company. 

Chloe Romanis, who had the idea for the rickshaw compa- 
ny Oxford Velocipedes with Nuampi Khuol, said she was 
spending her £300 prize money on setting up a website to 
start off the business. The 14 year old said: ‘We aim to sell 
our tour ideas on to tour companies in Oxford.’ 

Mr Morse said he wanted to show youngsters that they 
could make a difference: ‘Ideally we wanted them to see that 
business isn’t just about making money, it can be about 
achieving good things for the world.’ 



Wesley celebrated 

The Tercentenary of Charles 
Wesley, evangelist and hymn 
writer, will be celebrated at 
the 6pm service in Christ 
Church Cathedral on Sunday 
29 July. The service will be 
led by the Cathedral Singers 
and the preacher will be Lord 
Griffiths of Pembrey and 
Burry Port, former president 
of the Methodist Conference. 



Flowers at Sandford 

Don't miss the Sandford on 
Thames flower festival on 14 
and 15 July. Details from Bob 
Morgan on robert.morgan@ 
theology.oxford.ac.uk 



Happy Birthday to 
Christ the Sower 

Just three years after opening 
with 50 children, Christ the 
Sower Ecumenical Primary 
School in Milton Keynes now 
looks after the education of 
397 pupils. 

Mrs Ingrid Brocklesby, 
Acting officer manager/bur- 
sar, said the rise reflected the 
rapid, continuing growth of 
the surrounding community 
on the West Flank of the 
town. But she said the school 
still retains a warm, personal 
atmosphere. 

A day of celebrations 
marked the school's third 
birthday with a visit from the 
Rt Revd Alan Wilson, Bishop 
of Buckingham, workshop 
sessions with members of the 
British Gospel Choir, tree 
planting and a picnic. 
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Bishops and Archdeacons 

BISHOP OF OXFORD 

Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 0NB 
Tel: 01865 208222. Fax: 01865 790470. 

E-mail : bishopoxon@oxford.anglican.org 

ARCHDEACONRY OF OXFORD 

Bishop of Dorchester The Right Revd Colin Fletcher, Arran House, Sandy 
Lane, Yarnton, Oxford 0X5 1PB Tel: 01865 375541. 

Fax: 01865 379890. E-mail: bishopdorchester@oxford.anglican.org 
Archdeacon The Venerable Julian Hubbard, Christ Church, Oxford 
0X1 1DP Tel: 01865 276185. Fax 276185. 

E-mail : archdoxf@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BERKSHIRE 
Bishop of Reading The Right Revd Stephen Cottrell, 

Bishop's House, Tidmarsh Lane, Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 8HA 
Tel: 01189 841216. Fax: 0118 984 1218. 

E-mail: bishopreading@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon The Venerable Norman Russell, Foxglove House, 

Love Lane, Donnington, Newbury, Berks RG14 2JG Tel: 01635 552820. 
Fax: 01635 522165. E-mail: archdber@oxford.anglican.org 
ARCHDEACONRY OF BUCKINGHAM 
Bishop of Buckingham The Right Revd Alan Wilson, 

Sheridan, Grimms Hill, Great Missenden, Bucks HP16 9BD 
Tel: 01494 862173. Fax: 01494 890508. 

E-mail : bishopbucks@oxford.anglican.org 

Archdeacon designate Canon Karen Gorham, Bede House, Paul's Hill, 
Penn, High Wycombe, Bucks HP10 8NZ Tel 01494 814571. 

E-mail archdbuc@oxford.anglican.org 

PROVINCIAL EPISCOPAL VISITOR 

Bishop of Ebbsfieet The Right Revd Andrew Burnham, Bishops House, 
Dry Sandford, Abingdon, 0X13 6JP Tel: 01865 390746 
E-mail: bishop.andrew@ebbsfleet.org.uk 



Sight impaired people can get a free audio version of the 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01844 840285. 



End of an era for Doris 




MRS Doris Davis has 
retired as sacristan of St 
Faith’s Church, Newton 
Longville, after 30 years 
faithful service. 

As the church is currently 
in an interregnum, 
Churchwarden, Mr John 
Clarke thanked Mrs Davis, 
who is 97-years-young, for 



her long and devoted service 
and presented her with a 
certificate in recognition of 
her commitment to St 
Faith’s. 

The PCC also presented 
her with a gift of an electric 
blanket and wished her con- 
tinued good health and an 
enjoyable retirement. 





THE DOOR : JULY/AUGUST 2007 



3 



Feature 



This summer, nurture your inner slob 



Bishop Stephen's new book 'Do nothing to change your life' started off 
life as a piece for The Door. He wrote about the importance of finding a 
few minutes each day to do nothing, to reflect: in those moments God can 
be found. 

Below we print an extract from his book, published by Church House 
Publishing. We also have five copies to give away: for details, read on. 



A COUPLE of years ago I was due to lead 
an assembly at a Church of England com- 
prehensive school that I visited regularly. 

This is a tough gig: seven or eight hundred 
adolescents, crowded into a hall first thing 
on a Monday morning, and forced to endure 
a hymn, a prayer, a worthy talk and, usually, 
a ticking off. One rises to give the talk to be 
greeted by a sea of faces grimacing back, as 
if to say, ‘Go on then: impress me!’ 

On this occasion my anxiety levels were 
particularly high since I had not really pre- 
pared anything much to say. It was the 
beginning of Lent, and I had a vague idea 
about encouraging them to take something 
on rather than give something up, but as I 
walked to the school I was all too aware 



'It would be in those moments 
of sedulous stillness that God 
could be discovered' 



that I was in the fast 
lane of the motor- 
way, with no 
petrol in the 
tank and I had 
just driven past 
the services. 

But these 
moments of 



A ... - 




also be moments of prayer, moments when 
we are more open to the wiles of God. And 
it was almost as I got up to speak that a 
crazy idea was suddenly born within me. 
Now, I don’t really know where these ideas 
come from. They appear to come from 
without and it’s hard to even categorise 
them as your idea at all. It is like a gift. 
Suddenly one is aware of what to say and 
what to do, and if there was time to analyse 
it, or even prepare it more carefully, it 
wouldn’t have the same power. So I stood up 
and found myself saying something like this: 
‘We live in a crazy, frantic world. Our world 
is full of movement and noise. Even this 
morning in the few hours since you woke up 
you have probably filled your time with the 
radio, the TV, the computer, the play-station; 
you’ve probably phoned someone and texted 
half a dozen others. As you got dressed, 
washed, showered, ate your breakfast, came 
to school, noise and busyness have been 
accompanying your every move. I believe 
many of the world’s problems are caused by 
our inability to sit still and to be quiet and 
to reflect. I believe that in this season of 
Lent we should try to give up being so fran- 
tic, and we should take on some 
moments of stillness.’ 

Then I stopped, as if I had 
lost my thread (actually it 
jfelt as if the thread were 
being handed to me inch 
by inch, and even I was not 
aware what was at the end). 
And I said to them, ‘Hey, you 
don’t know what on earth I’m 
talking about, so let 




hop Stephen handing out egg 
y commuters at Reading Stat 



me give you a 
vL demonstration. This 
™ is what I’m sug- 
gesting you do, 
^ach day in Lent, 
fcfor exactly one 
k minute. It will 
change your 
life.’ 

I then 
icked up a 
hair, placed 
t in the cen- 




reaJ>in9 +hroii3h Ki$ fh’fcie “for ten+h time. 
h<i +o W®nAe.r Whether he. had + 3Ken this 

‘simple. Iivin3’ +Kin3 +#« fat. 

Cartoon by Dave Walker , Cartoonchurch.com 



tre of the stage, and slowly and carefully sat 
down upon it, with my feet slightly part, 
and with my back straight and with my 
hands resting gently on my knees. And for a 
minute I sat still. I didn’t say anything, and I 
didn’t do anything. I wasn’t even consciously 
praying. I was just sitting there. And I 
breathed deeply, and I thought about my 
breathing. And when I reckoned the minute 

'I believe that people will 
either recover this way of liv- 
ing and enjoying life, or they 
will perish. We urgently need 
to stop imagining everything 
is so urgent. Thus we will 
learn to nurture our inner 
slob' 

was over, I stood up. 

But before I could say my next bit, there 
was a huge, spontaneous round of applause. 
Now, I had done lots of assemblies in that 
school On many occasions I had slaved over 
what I would do or say to capture the imagi- 
nations of the young people. But I had never 
had a response like this. 

In fact, in the days that followed, I was 
stopped in the street on several occasions by 



parents who told me that their child had 
come home and told them about the priest 
who took assembly and just sat on the stage 
in silence for a minute and then suggested 
they might do the same thing. Because when 
the applause died down that’s what I said. I 
just suggested that sitting still, being silently 
attentive to things deep within ourselves and 
things beyond ourselves, would make a dif- 
ference. You didn’t need to call it prayer. 

You didn’t need to call it anything, because 
it would be in those moments of sedulous 
stillness that God could be discovered. 

Like all the best sermons, I really needed 
to hear that one myself. I shudder to think 
of people who know me reading this book. I 
fall a long way short of the diligent day 
dreaming I am recommending here, and they 
know it! But I believe that people will either 
recover this way of living and enjoying life, 
or they will perish. We urgently need to stop 
imagining everything is so urgent. Thus we 
will learn to nurture our inner slob. 

• To win one of five free copies of Do Nothing 
to Change your life by the Rt Revd Stephen 
Cottrell send your name and address to Do 
Nothing draw, The Door, Diocesan Church 
House, North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 ONB 
by 15 August. Or email door@oxford.angli- 
can.org clearly marking your email Do Nothing 
Draw. The winners will be the first five entries 
drawn at random after this date. 







ST. LUKE'S 





Reopened for the clergy 






iitiiiiiii 







To 



A Worldwide Health Service for Anglican Clergy 

Caring for those who care for others - restoring the health of clergy all over the world. To apply for treatment please call 020 7388 4954 
make a donation to the hospital’s refurbishment, please write to: The Chief Executive, St Luke’s Hospital for the Clergy, 14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6AH 
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People & places 




Food for thought at Northbourne School 



FROM concrete jungle to an 
oasis for growth and refresh- 
ment, a 'circle garden' at 
Northbourne C of E Primary 
School in Oxfordshire was 
blessed recently by the Revd 
Edward Carter of St Peter's 
Church, Didcot. 

The garden, which will pro- 
duce vegetables and fruit for 
the school, has been a truly 
community project involving 
the school gardening club, 
school council, governors, 
rotary club, parents and mem- 
bers of the local church. 

Adding to the occasion on 
opening day, the school wel- 
comed the Rt Revd Bishop 
Lawrence of Nandyal, South 
India, who has been visiting 
the Oxford Diocese. Bishop 
Lawrence is pictured with 
some of the children, Mr 
Carter and head teacher 
Mary Burr. 

Education Adviser Julie 
M intern said all involved in 
the project should be very 
proud. 



Riddle of the Month 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNER OF THE JUNE RIDDLE: Sue Smith of Aylesbury 
correctly answered the riddle, with the solution: A MAP. Sue’s prize (Editor’s choice of book) has been 
posted to her. Matthew Hayden, our I Oyr old riddle master from Wokingham continues his run with another 
correct answer, it only just made it though - arriving in this morning’s post! 

HERE’S THIS MONTH’S PUZZLE: You are standing outside of a room.The door is closed.There are three 
light switches in front of you.You want to know which switch turns on the light in the room, but you can only turn on one 
switch at a time and you are only allowed to open the door once. Obviously you can't open the door, leave it ajar and 
then try all_ ofpiejwitches,_becausethat wouldn't g/ve_you anything to think aboupHow do you do it? 

Solutions on a postcard please to: The Door Riddles, 4th Floor, 

Central House, 142 Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR 



Classified Resources 



Church Furniture 




CALL 01494 676060 



FAX 01494 678181 

info&alpha-furniaHing.co.uk 

www.alpha-furnishing.co.uk 



64 London End Beaconsfield 
Buckinghamshire HP9 2JD 



IP1MW ^ 

cusj-jjoj ji; 

Contact us for 
expert advice 
and quotation 

AYR UPHOLSTERY 
LIMITED 
Tel: 0845 094 2820 
Email: 



\^jnfo@ayrupholstery.com^ 





BROKEN RITES 

Support group for divorced 
and separated clergy wives 
Contact 0114 268 2980 
or 020 8943 4688 
Website 

www. brokenrites. org 

FREE COPY 
of Search 

Magazine and Bible Study Booklet. 

Write: The Open Bible Trust, 

8C Fordland Mount, 

Upper Basildon, Reading RG8 8LU. 

E-mail admin@obt.org.uk. 

Visit www.obt.org.uk 

Silver Connections - 

Introductions for Over 50’s 

For people who share 
Christian values 
PO Box 149 Thirsk Y07 4WQ 
or mobile 07890 322924 

silverconnections@hotmail.co.uk 

www.silverconnections.co.uk 



Churches rise from the ashes 




TWO church buildings in Berkshire and Oxfordshire have 
risen phoenix-like from the ashes after suffering devastating 
arson attacks last year. 

St Peter’s Church, Cranbourne, Berks, was closed to the 
public following a fire caused by a bottle of petrol thrown 
through a window in January 2006. Fire crews took more 
than eight hours to bring the blaze under control, and the 
building suffered water and smoke damage throughout. The 
famous Willis organ was completely destroyed. 

A project team has overseen skilled restoration of the 
Victorian church and the whole parish has supported a 
fundraising campaign towards the £l.2m cost of the work. 

The Revd Richard Neill said: ‘For the past 18 months we 
have been forced to hold our weekly services at a nearby hall 
and we are really looking forward to returning to this fine 
building which has been so beautifully restored.’ 

As the DOOR went to press St Peter’s was gearing up for a 
weekend of celebrations from 22 to 24 June culminating in a 
re-dedication service led by the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell, 
Bishop of Reading on the Sunday evening at 6.30pm. 

At St Andrew’s Church in Cumnor, Oxfordshire, parish- 
ioners are celebrating the opening of a new church and com- 
munity youth centre replacing the wooden building burned 
down in two successive arson attacks 18 months ago. 

The new brick-built centre is larger than its predecessor and 
was made possible thanks to local donations. It was opened 
with a thanksgiving service and barbecue for the community, 
led by the vicar, the Revd Geoff Maughan. 

Youth worker, Ruth Hulse, said it was an exciting time for 
the young people at the youth club who were looking forward 
to making use of the new equipment provided. She also hoped 
the new centre would encourage other youngsters to go along 
and find out what the group had to offer. 



Welcome to Olivia 

The Revd Olivia Graham is 
to become the new parish 
development adviser for 
Oxford. 

After a career of leader- 
ship with Oxfam in Africa, 
Olivia served her curacy in 
Princes Risborough and is 
currently vicar of St Peter's, 
Burnham. She is a trained 
spiritual director. She will 
take up her post in 
September. 



Healthy schooldays 

The children of Stoke 
Goldington C of E First 
School travelled to North 
Crawley recently to celebrate 
achieving the National 
Healthy Schools Award. 

The children eagerly partici- 
pated in workshop sessions 
covering circus skills, music 
and movement, skipping and, 
most popular of all, exotic 
fruit tasting! Then, after a 
break for fresh fruit and 
milk, they developed their 
football skills with an excit- 
ing session led by the MK 
Dons. The end of the ener- 
getic morning culminated a 
presentation of the well- 
earned 'National Awards' by 
MK Dons mascot 'Mooie'. 



New manager for BAREC 

Joanne White has taken over 
from Gill Hunt as manager 
of the Banbury RE Centre 
(BAREC). The centre pro- 
vides training and religious 
resources for teachers and 
church and youth leaders in 
the area. 



Minster's website 

The website for Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir, given 
in last month's DOOR, should 
have read www.reading-min- 
ster-mid-week-choir.co.uk 



1 yffefaL V 

J L Eco-column 

^ WHAT does Green Electricity, a conservation 

* project in the Chilterns and a church environ- 

* mental project known as Ecocongregations 
1 have in common with rural clergy? Well, the 

* next Rural Ministry Forum on 11 July will be 
1 having speakers about each of those topics. 
1 Rural life is said to be highly carbon depend- 
j ent. That’s possibly because rural people have 
J to travel long distances by car to access the 
_ things they need such as post offices, health 
. services, employment. Rural homes are less 
. carbon efficient, usually because they are older 

* and less easy to make eco-friendly (though 
I there are some things that can be done). 

I But, farmers in rural areas are busy helping 
I to offset the carbon inefficient way of life for 
I rural dwellers. The single farm payment is 
I linked to environmental activities which 
■ improve the look of the countryside and 



replace that which rural living extracts. And I 
those who buy locally grown produce con- | 
tribute to the carbon offsetting process. 1 

Rural villages are also beginning to respond I 
to the climate change challenge. For example, I 
North Leigh is aiming to be the first energy effi- I 
cient village in Oxfordshire according to the S 
Climate XChange leaflet, a project among 1 
whose partners is the Christian Concern for i 
One World group within this diocese (see 1 
www.climateX.org). 1 

Sustainability in rural villages will be a focus I 
for the work of the Rural Community Councils 1 
nationally throughout 2007 - look out for 1 
activities and exhibitions around this theme i 
supported by the RCCs. And villages which i 
enter this year's Village of the Year competition * 
will be inspired by the visionary report of a * 
winning village in 2016 (www. village- * 
oftheyear.org/cvoty-2016.htm). Rural church- * 
es, using the event on 1 1 July as a stimulus per- 1 
haps, can also develop practical ways to play 1 
their part in sustaining God’s creation and con- * 
tributing to reducing the rural carbon foot- 1 
print. 

The Revd Canon Glyn Evans is 
Diocesan Rural Officer. 
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God in the life of ... 



How music saved the soul of DJ G 



From teenage tearaway to youth role model as a cool Urban Gospel 
DJ, Gary Smith says God has called him to ministry through music. 
Sally Jarman reports. 



TUNE in to BBC Radio Oxford at 9pm on 
Sunday evenings throughout June and you 
can join in ‘the best praise party in town’ with 
DJ G, aka Bicester-born Gary Smith. 

His breakthrough into broadcasting is the 
latest development in this former chef’s mis- 
sion to share his faith through the power of 
music. 

As well as rocking the airwaves, recent 
years have seen him turning the tables on the 
bad-boy image of urban-style music (such as 
rap and hip hop) by serving up a cool beat 
with a Christian message to young people. 

He explains: ‘Urban music is known for 
having very violent lyrical content, being 
derogative about women and using bad lan- 
guage, with the intention to shock. 

‘I believe music has a spirit and listening to 
music like this, with a bad spirit, definitely 
affects behaviour. I met a drug dealer once 
who told me that before he sells drugs he lis- 

He says he was an angry 
teenager - struggling at school 
with undiagnosed dyslexia and 
often in trouble with teachers 
and others in authority. He 
hung around in a gang who 
one night, when he was not 
with them, kicked another boy 
to death. 



tens to gangster rap music. 

‘I want to show kids that you can still have 
the excitement of this music without the bad 
spirit; that you can have R&B and hip hop 
with positive images and lyrics and that it’s 
cool to walk with wise people, not stupid 
people.’ 

Gary’s desire to show young people that 
Christian can be cool and warn them off 
drugs and violence stems from very personal 
experience. 

He says he was an angry teenager - strug- 
gling at school with undiagnosed dyslexia and 
often in trouble with teachers and others in 
authority. He hung around in a gang who one 
night, when he was not with them, kicked 
another boy to death. 

‘It was a turning point for me,’ he says, ‘I 
knew I had to find something to believe in 
because where I would have been going 
would have been detrimental to life and 
soul. That’s when I got really committed to 
Jesus Christ.’ 

Immersing himself in the music surround- 
ing him at home and at his regular Pentecostal 
Church in Oxford, and joining the church 
gospel choir as a drummer, he says he found 
salvation: ‘I found something I was good at 
and it gave me direction and self respect. 
That’s what I want to show other young peo- 
ple now. Music is a powerful tool that can 
take people places where words alone can’t 
go. Combined with the word of God it has a 
force that can change people’s lives.’ 



Although he has trained and worked as a 
chef, Gary’s love of music is never far from 
the surface and he has grasped all opportuni- 
ties to DJ. As well as stints at the Oxford and 
Reading Carnivals, in Northern Ireland and 
Ibiza, on local radio and at charity events, he 
can be seen on his website wowing crowds of 
more than 4,000 people at a Christian music 
festival in Slovakia recently. 

He says: ‘Faith and music have got me 
where I want to be in life and I love it with a 
passion. That is what God has called me to do 
and when I play music for people it is part of 
my worship. It is my thanks to God. I play his 
music and let people hear what he has given 
me, and when I see them dancing and singing 
his words it’s fantastic.’ 

Now with a son of his own, Gary says it has 
become even more important for him to reach 
young people through his music: 

‘When I go into schools for assemblies or to 
work and talk with kids, the music is my per- 
sonal testament that to fight and to argue 
with your parents and teachers like I did is 
wrong, and to hang around with dummies is 
dumb. I show them how God has changed my 
life and turned it around.’ 

The response is usually very positive he 
says: ‘I think kids respond well to my open- 
ness about my faith. Some are afraid to tell 
people that they are Christians and I hope 
that seeing me DJ-ing and being on the radio, 
playing the music they like, shows them that 
you can be a Christian and do things that are 
glamorous and cool.’ 

Gary hopes that his Radio Oxford show 
will not only introduce more people to ‘The 
Urban Gospel Experience’ but also help 
launch his latest venture to bring his DJ skills 
to the corporate world with a staff develop- 
ment course. 

He also offers music-mixing sessions to 
schools, after school clubs, churches and 
other youth groups. 

When I go into schools for 
assemblies or to work and 
talk with kids, the music is my 
personal testament that to 
fight with your parents and 
teachers like I did is wrong, 
and to hang around with dum- 
mies is dumb. I show them 
how God has changed my life 
and turned it around. 



And his reasoning behind such commitment 
belies his former career as a chef: ‘If you feed 
kids on a diet of bad food they will be 
unhealthy. So it is with music and if you give 
them fresh, exciting sounds and lyrics with 
positive messages you can feed their souls.’ 

• You can find out more about Gary's DJ 
career and courses , and watch him in action in 
Slovakia , on his website www.djgmix.co.uk 




DJ G is turning the tables on the destructive image of urban music by replacing gangster with 
gospel. Photo courtesy of BBC Radio Oxford (95.2 PM) 




ARTICLES FOR SALE OR ‘FREE TO GOOD HOMES’! 
2 PRAYER STOOLS No longer j 

required by St John’s Kidmore End. j Name 

Please call 0118 972 2311 j Address 

GILBRANSEN ELECTRIC ORGAN j 
Home wanted for Gilbransen 2 manual, 
electric organ in return for small 
donation to CMS project please! 

Call 0118 942 1020 
100 HYMNS FOR TODAY 36 copies 
free to anyone who can collect them. 

Please call 0118 942 1020. 



FREE READER SERVICE 

Advertise household articles for sale or 
donation in The Door, or send personal 
messages of congratulations or sympathy 
to friends and family - for free! Simply 
fill in the form and return it to us - we’ll 
do the rest. 



Post Code 

Tel/Mobile 

Item, offer, description or message - up to a 
maximum of 20words: 



Post to: 

The Door, 4th Floor, Central House, 
142 Central Street, London, EC IV 8AR 

Space is limited and is offered on a strictly first come, 
first served basis. 

This is a reader service and does not extend to business 
sales of any sort. 
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Parish Spotlight 

Making an impact! 

Welcome to our new-look page six, which each month will feature interesting parish projects 
around the diocese. This issue we look at two youth outreach initiatives including an interdenomi- 
national mission in Newbury to reach out with the gospel to the youth of the town, and a purpose- 
built youth centre in North Leigh, Oxfordshire. 



CHRISTIANS in Newbury are set to make a united 
‘impact’ on the youth of the town this summer, as 
one of the biggest missions of recent years gets 
underway. 

Working with Youth for Christ (a long- 
established national organisation that 
aims to ‘take the good news relevant- 
ly to every youth’) a team representing 
all the town’s churches and Christian 
organisations has put together a wide 
range of events both in and out of 
school time to tell young people the 
gospel message ‘in a non-threatening 
way’. 

Called, suitably, ‘IMPACT’, the 
mission begins during term time with 
Youth for Christ teams and evangelists 
descending on St Bartholomew’s School. 

Park House School and Trinity School for 
assemblies, lessons, workshops and 
lunchtime clubs offering everything from sports 
to drama, music and film fun. 

Young people will also be able to drop in on events organ- 
ised over four evenings and two Saturdays when, again, there 
will be a host of activities. St Nicolas Church will be hosting 
one of three joint Sunday evening services which it is hoped 

'We've seen before that a mission like this 
really can have an impact on young people 
and can change lives. It's a really exciting 
time for everyone involved' 



that Christians from around the town will come together in 
worship. 



Zoe Silvester is on the organising com- 
mittee for the mission and is a 
schools worker for the COINS 
Trust (Christian Opportunities 
in Newbury Schools) which 
recently celebrated its tenth 
anniversary. 

She told the DOOR that 
the last IMPACT, 10 years 
ago, had been hugely suc- 
cessful and in the last two 
years it was felt the time 
was right to repeat the idea. 

She said: ‘Going into the 
secondary schools and also 
having activities around the 
town outside of school 
hours for young people will 
give them lots of opportunity to 
get involved, have a great time, 
and hear the gospel message, 
whether they’re usually churchgoers or 

not.’ 

She said everyone in Newbury had embraced the aim of the 
mission and thanked them for their support, whether in lead- 
ing and helping run activities, providing accommodation for 
the Youth for Christ teams, catering, stewarding, offering 
facilities and resources or praying. There had also been a great 
response to help with financing the project. 

To maximise the benefits of the mission, follow-up events 
are planned throughout the summer as well as a course such 
as Youth Alpha for those who find they want to explore their 
spirituality further. 

Zoe said: ‘We’ve seen before that a mission like this really 
can have an impact on young people and can change lives. It’s 
a really exciting time for everyone involved.’ 




From the archives: the inauguration of ‘Honest John’ 




bv Phil Hind f 
Diocesan Web Master 
IN February 1870, as the 
occasion of his enthronemment 
approached, Bishop John 
Mackarness may have reflect- 
ed on the challenge of follow- 
ing such a star as Samuel 
Wilberforce as Bishop of 
Oxford. Whether it was his 
characteristic and much paro- 
died hand-wringing or his ver- 
bal dexterity that earned him 
the sobriquet 'Soapy Sam' 
there can be no doubt that 
Wilberforce would be a hard 
act to follow. 

Bishop John might have 
hoped for a more auspicious 
start. Following a three hour 
consecration service at 
Westminster Abbey, the high- 
light of which seems to have 
been the presence, together 
with magnificent beard, of the 
Greek Metropolitan, Bishop 
John travelled to Oxford for 
the enthronement. 

'Although a similar ceremo- 
ny has not been witnessed in 
this city for a period of 25 
years, comparatively little 



interest was excited in the pro- 
ceedings and the attendance in 
the Cathedral was not nearly 
so large as might have been 
expected../ 

W. Merry (then Vicar of All 
Saints, Oxford and later 
Rector of Lincoln college) 
observed that : both* clergy 
and citizens were conspicuous 
by their absence/ adding '... it 
should be known that the Dean 
and Chapter of Christ Church 
had not the courtesy to invite 
the presence of the Clergy or 
of others who might be sup- 
posed to take an interest in the 
ceremony/ 

Arthur P. Purey-Cust (Vicar 
of St Mary's Reading and later 
Dean and Precenter of York) 
ventured 'some explanation of 
what I myself witnessed yes- 
terday with great regret/ He 
denied that their absence signi- 
fied that the clergy were 'indif- 
ferent to the subject altogether, 
or disinclined to welcome our 
new Bishop, or that affection 
for our late Bishop has made 
us forget in the loss of the 
individual what is still due to 
the office. But the fact is, that 



no direct notice was given to 
the Clergy of the Diocese ; 
Cany] intimation that they 
were either expected to 
attend, or that there would be 
any place provided for them if 
they did attend/ 

Conflicting information 
regarding the date of the 
enthronement had appeared in 
the press but Purey-Cust sug- 
gested: 'some ... of the Clergy 
of the Diocese felt that they 
should have been distinctly 
recognised and invited to 
come, and for this reason 
remained away/ 



Progress has of course been 
made and there was no risk of 
the same debacle in 2007. 

This time the clergy were not 
invited to the enthronement at 
all. 

And what of Bishop John 
Mackarness? Quieter perhaps 
and less flamboyant than his 
predecessor, he went on to 
become a unifying force in the 
diocese notably amongst the 
clergy through the establish- 
ment of a regular diocesan 
conference. He died in 1889 a 
year after ill health had forced 
his resignation. 



Chocolate and a space to 
chill out in North Leigh 



After io months of meeting 
without premises, the North 
Leigh Youth Project (NLYP) 
is settling in to a brand new 
home. The purpose-built 
youth centre, part of the vil- 
lage’s new Memorial Hall, 
was officially opened in May 
by Witney MP David 
Cameron. 

Youth leader Simon 
Hodgkins said the young 
people were delighted with 
their new building which has 
been equipped to a very high 
standard with the help of 
funding from several local 
organisations, including the 
Local Network Fund, 
Oxfordshire County 
Council’s Chill Out Fund 
and the Youth Support 
Service. 

Full consultation with the 
NLYP members about facili- 
ties means that the centre is 
fully set to meet their vari- 
ous needs. There is even a 
chocolate fountain! 

Activities currently 
offered include an internet 
cafe for the over- 1 os with 
games and resources and a 
chance to just hang out with 
friends, and Rewind for ages 
7-9 with games and educa- 
tional activities. 



And there are plans for a 
music production school to 
start in September at which 
young people can learn to 
make their own music, with 
the help of a local DJ. 

Simon told the DOOR: 
‘It’s great that the communi- 
ty have been behind us in 
providing the new premises. 
The number of young peo- 
ple coming along to the 
project now is more than 
100 and that number is still 
growing. 

‘We’re also going to be 
integrating Rewind with the 
Blaze youth group (previ- 
ously run by the Methodist 
Church in the village) which 
will give us the opportunity 
to meet more young people 
and expand the range of 
groups and activities. 

‘What we really need now 
are more helpers and lead- 
ers, so if anyone is interest- 
ed, please contact us!’ 

You can email Simon on 
simonhodgkins@yahoo.co.uk 
about helping with the 
youth group, or to find out 
more about the activities. 
For anyone wanting to hire 
the centre for youth activi- 
ties or small clubs, email car- 
olglanville@btinternet.com 



Bless this tree 




THE children of Polehampton C of E Infant School enjoy the 
blessing of their new Maple tree by the Revd Simon Howard 
during Christian Aid Week. The idea for the tree planting came 
from pupils on the School Council who wanted to replace an 
old tree blown down in high winds. As the tree was blessed 
those gathered prayed for its future and for the work of 
Christian Aid planting saplings in Senegal. 



Clergy News 

The Revd Canon Edward Bailey, is given Permission to 
Officiate in the Oxford Diocese; The Revd Nicholas 
Cheeseman, Assistant Curate St Peter & St Paul Wantage, 
Wantage Deanery, is to be Vicar, All Saints Church, Reading; 
The Revd Cathy Ferguson, Associate Priest, Shelswell, is to 
retire; The Revd Canon Karen Gorham, priest in Charge, St 
Paul's Maidstone, Area Dean of Maidstone & Hon Can 
Canterbury Cathedral, is to be Archdeacon of Buckingham; 
The Revd Jamie Murray, Assistant Curate, Upper Holloway 
Team Ministry, is to be Associate Vicar, Deanery of Amersham. 
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Comment 



to the editor 



Community over controversy 




The first 
Lambeth 
Conference was 

held against a 

background of 
controversy in the Church 
and, sadly, it does not look 
as if the thirteenth, being 
held next year, will be any 
different. 

Back in 1867 the focus 
of those debates lay in 
questions to do with 
Church Order, and the 
interpretation of Scripture, 
and, again, it looks as if 
those could dominate our 
discussions in 2008. 

One is tempted, there- 
fore, to say to those who 
are trying to portray the 
current controversies as 
something new, ‘that it was 
ever thus’. And yet there is 
no doubt that, for a variety 
of reasons, relationships 
between some parts of the 
Anglican Communion are 
very difficult at present. 

At such times it is easy to 
indulge in ‘megaphone 
diplomacy’ and there is 
plenty of that going on at 
the moment, particularly 
on the internet. But what 
the Conference will give us 
is a chance to meet many 
of the people that lie 
behind the words and to 
discover that our stereo- 
types do not fit the reality. 

Back in 1998 I remem- 
ber many bishops saying to 
me that the thing they most 
valued was the chance to 
sit down with their Bibles 
and to listen in their Bible 
Studies to the experience of 
their fellow Christians in 
many parts of the world. 



BY 

THE BISHOP OF 
DORCHESTER 



Next year the 
Archbishop has 
asked those of 
I us engaged in 
planning the 
Conference to build on the 
known strength of those 
encounters. A new feature 
will be a period of retreat 
at the start of the 
Conference and that will 
be mirrored by another, 
shorter one, at the end. 
Resolutions will be kept to 
a minimum but there will 
be plenty of space in which 
to talk together. Our wor- 
ship too will reflect the rich 
diversity of the 
Communion and that 
again was a highlight of 
previous conferences. 

But the central focus, as 
the Archbishop stresses in 
his letter of invitation, will 
not be the current contro- 
versies but rather ‘our 
equipping as bishops for 
leadership in mission and 
teaching’. Perhaps it is no 
surprise, then, that with so 
much that is so good that 
could flow from it, that 
there will also be the threat 
from division and destruc- 
tiveness. Real life has that 
effect so often whether in a 
parish, a diocese or a 
Communion. Please pray 
for the Conference - and 
for all the bishops gather- 
ing there - that we will, to 
use the Archbishop’s words 
‘rediscover the reality of 
the Church itself as a 
worldwide community 
united by the call and grace 
of Christ.’ 

by the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher 



No smoking; recycling of waste 



Summer Crossword 




c No smoking’ please 

IN all my 77 years I have 
never seen or heard of any- 
one smoking in church. The 
edict demanding ‘no smok- 
ing’ signs in churches, is 
therefore, bureaucratic mad- 
ness and an abandonment 
of common sense. 

The answer is for all 
churches to refuse to post 
these ridiculous notices - 
the authorities can hardly 
prosecute tens of thousands 
of churches, and if they 
tried would be laughed out 
of court. 

Anyone concerned about 
taking part in an act of col- 
lective civil disobedience 
should heed the words of 
the late and great Douglas 
Bader who, with his Battle 
of Britain comrades, did so 
much to keep our country 
free. He said, ‘Rules were 
made for the blind obedi- 
ence of fools and the guid- 
ance of wise men’. If ever a 
rule cried out for the 
Douglas Bader treatment, 
this is it. 

Gerry Hanson 

Iver Heath , Bucks 



Recycling and waste 
CURRENT arguments under 
this heading revive in my 
mind the idea that one point 
of common ground for 
Christians and atheists 
should be indifference to the 
fate of our earthly bodies. If 
you don’t believe in the 
hereafter, what does it mat- 
ter what happens? And if 
you do, we may be sure that 
a loving God isn’t going to 
resurrect the dilapidated 
remnants that are all we 
have left at the end: as St 
Paul reminds us (1 
Corinthians 15: 51), we 
shall all be changed - still 
recognisably ourselves as we 
were ‘in the body’, but 
transformed. 

For myself, I should like 
every particle of my corpse 
to be used for research pur- 



poses; and if there’s any- 
thing left over, then it 
should as soon as possible 
be packed in an old corn- 
flakes packet or cardboard 
box, incinerated, and used 
for compost - a ‘ceremony’ 
to be attended by the mini- 
mum of close intimates, 
probably excluding even sib- 
lings and grandchildren. 

Then about three months’ 
later, when the first shock is 
over and there’s been time 
to plan, by all means have a 
great party, to remember 
affectionately the quirks and 
oddities and possibly the 
accomplishments of the 
departed, to offer prayers of 
thanksgiving, and to sing 
lustily some favourite 
hymns. If deserved, we 
could even consider a 
memorial - but it should be 
put somewhere relevant, 
where the person is truly 
remembered, not on a 
gravestone over the bit of 
earth where the last remains 
just happened to have been 
dumped. 

Hubert Allen 

Old Marston , Oxfordshire 



Inauguration video 
online 

THE internet presentation of 
the service is beautifully 
made, well done! The only 
thing that I personally find a 
bit too dramatic are the titles 
at the beginning of the video 
(too many and too long for 
my taste) 

Steffen Weishaupt 

by email 

Editors Note: 

An edited version of the inau- 
guration service of Bishop 
John is available on the 
diocesan website 
www.oxford.anglican.org. It 
lasts around 25 minutes. A 
video of Bishop John's ser- 
mon at the service is also 
available separately on the 
website. 



Across 

I. Roman town with hot springs 
(4) 

3. - of the Cross (8) 

9. Resentment, malice (7) 

10. Penal banishment (5) 

II. Celebration of creativity 
(4,8) 

13. Promise, guarantee (6) 

15. A prophet (6) 

17. Discordant (12) 

20. Vindication (5) 

21. Without beginning or end (7) 

22. Novice or starter (8) 

23. Eastern European river (4) 



Down 

1. Founder of Cypriot Church (8) 

2. Doctrine, creed (5) 

4. Carmelite nun, saint (6) 

5. Christmas Carol (3,5,4) 

6. Japanese art of folding paper 
(7) 

7. Killed (old English) (4) 

8. A rite administered to the bap- 
tised (12) 

12. American painter (8) 

14. Vocal music (7) 

16. Obstruct or slow progress (6) 

18. Had possession of (5) 

19. Young animal, 'Agnus* in Latin 
(4) 



This month's prize is Life with Lucas, a series of 
daily notes by Jeff Lucas, a member of the Spring 
Harvest Leadership team. 

Send your entries to Trinity Crossword, The DOOR, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford 0X2 ON B by 11 August. 

Answers to the Trinity Crossword: Across: Isaiah; 8. Andrew; 10. Outings; 
11. Peter 12. Host; 13. Jesus; 17. Chasm; 18. Levi; 22. Delhi; 23. Omicron; 
24. Exalts 25&14. Corpus christi. Down: 1. Timothy; 2. Baptist; 3, 11 & 4. 
Saint; peter and paul; 5. Wrath; 6. Sword; 9. Ascension; 14. Christi; 15. 
Decrypt 16. Witness; 19. Adieu; 20. Alban; 21. Simon. 

Competition Winners 

CONGRATULATIONS to Mrs P E Napper of Sutton Courtenay, 
Oxfordshire, who wins a complete set of books written by our new 
Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard. 

Miss J McCarthy of Windsor will need to pack her suitcase after 
winning a wonderful holiday to Switzerland courtesy of Oak Hall 
Holidays. She correctly said that there are three places to cycle in 
France with Oak Hall, and that the Waterfall at En Gedi is called 
King David's. 

Mrs J Greer of Chipping Norton wins June's crossword competi- 
tion and a copy of Selwyn Hughes' 'Walking in Faith'. 

And copies of 'How many Lightbulbs does it take to change a 
Christian?' are on their way to John Letham of Amersham, Miss E 
Stroud of Reading and Mrs B Farrar of Ducklington. 




Am I alone in my struggle with servant 
imagery in relation to Christian discipleship 
and leadership? 

The images in my head are forbidding: 
young Irish girls doing hard labour in the 
Magdalen Laundries jostle with the ‘Upstairs, 
Downstairs’ world of women and men kept in 
lowly estate, doffing their caps and touching 
their forelocks to aristocracies past and pres- 
ent. Then there are the Black people in colo- 
nial (and many other) contexts, enlisted to 
cook, clean, scrub, polish, and wet-nurse for 
wealthy Whites. Indeed, inequality seems to 
be inherent in the concept. Servanthood is 
about those with less economic and social 
power carrying out menial (and often unpleas- 
ant) tasks on behalf of those with more. 

And if the force of the image is in ‘rever- 



sals’ (ie those 
with more 
power voluntar- 
ily renouncing it), then I am 
haunted by the observation that in 
ecclesiastical contexts serving God 
is often confused with serving ‘the 
church’ or (even worse) serving 
those in authority or of ‘higher 
status’ within it, and for this rea- 
son it is often those with the least 
power to renounce, who renounce 
it first and most convincingly, thus 
reinforcing their subjugation. And 
finally, there’s the drudgery. I 
observe Christian models of ser- 
vanthood implicated in many 
forms of ecclesiastical burnout: 



Drudgery or Freedom? 




by 

Alison Webster 



that of lay peo- 
ple who feel 
unable to say 
‘no’ when yet another task is allot- 
ted; that of clergy (including bish- 
ops) who work twelve hours or 
more a day, seven days a week (or 
even ‘just’ six) because they feel a 
duty to serve, at whatever cost to 
their health. 

So I am in search of redemption 
for servanthood before I can 
embrace it. Working on this, I ask 
myself, ‘when am I happy to serve?’ 
One answer comes to me immedi- 
ately: when I am engaged in artistic 
and creative endeavour. Call it what 
you like - the ‘muse’, ‘inspiration’, 



the ‘creative force’, but when it comes it is like 
a transcendent presence, speaking through 
you. You embrace it with joy and follow 
where it leads because it works in a way that 
leaves you feeling enlivened, energised and 
fulfilled. There is no depletion (though there is 
tiredness). You are expanded, not made small. 
Serving it is like receiving a gift from beyond, 
and the response is, indeed, perfect freedom. 

So I conclude that the only kind of servant 
I want to be, and the only kinds of servants I 
want to serve with, are co-workers: equals 
who are friends of a mysterious and graceful 
process that is beyond the understanding of 
us all and larger than we are, through which 
we come into our own. 

Alison Webster is Social Responsibility 
Adviser to Oxford Diocese 
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‘Travelling in hope and 
arriving with joy’: the 
new Bishop of Oxford 
is welcomed in 



On Friday 8 June the new 42nd Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, was inaugurated at Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford. Over the summer months he will meet thousands of 
people across his new diocese. Rebecca Paveley reports on a 
visually resplendent service which still allowed for moments of 
emotion and humanity. Photos by Frank Blackwell, Paul 
Judson and l< T Bruce. 



THE enthronement of Bishop 
John was an historic occa- 
sion, full of pomp and cere- 
mony, beautifully choreo- 
graphed by senior Cathedral 
staff. 

And yet what stood out 
were not the great occasions 
of ceremony but the sheer joy 
felt by all as Bishop John was 
welcomed into his diocese. 

There were moments both 
of stillness and of thunder- 
ous applause; of symbolism 
and of intimacy and emotion 
too, as a very humble man 
accepted the office of the 
Bishop of Oxford, pledging 
to serve God and his people. 

The service managed to 
reflect the personality of the 
new Bishop too, as he had 
chosen each of the hymns, 
which included both the old 
and the new such as ‘The 
Servant king’ - mirroring the 
theme of his own pledge to 
the diocese. 

As the invited congrega- 
tion took their seats, three 
processions made their way 
through the streets of 
Oxford to the Cathedral. A 
university procession, 
local government 
procession and a 
church procession 
all converged in 
Tom Quad, 

where the Rt 
Revd Jc 

Pritchard was 
welcomed byl 



children from St Ebbe’s 
Church of England primary 
school and Christ Church 
Cathedral School. 

It was these youngsters 
who led him across to his 
new Cathedral. Once there, 
he waited patiently for the 
clock to strike 2pm, and the 
moment for him to knock 
on the Cathedral door three 
times. Inside, the congrega- 
tion waited, as the service 
book said, ‘in solemn silence’, 
turning to face the West 
Doors. As these doors 
opened and he entered, from 
all waiting there rose a pal- 
pable sense of joy and of wel- 
come for the new bishop. 

He told the waiting con- 
gregation: ‘Thank you for 
your welcome. I have trav- 

'Thank you for your 
welcome. I have 
travelled in hope and 
arrived in the joy of 
Christ. I come.now 
among you as 
one who serves' 





elled in hope and arrived in 
the joy of Christ. I come 
now among you as one 
who serves.’ 

There as representa- 
tive of the 
|Archbishop of 
f Canterbury was his 
archdeacon Sheila 
Watson, until recent- 
ly in this diocese as 
archdeacon of 
Buckingham. 

It was she who 
took the Bishop’s 
hand and placed him 
in his episcopal chair. 
The suffragan bish- 
ops of Dorchester, 



Reading and Buckingham, 
each in turn annointed his 
hands and his forehead before 
he was presented to the con- 
gregation to thunderous 
applause which went on and 
on, eventually only silenced 
by the Bishop himself. 

His first sermon as Bishop 
was on the theme of Hero, 
Saint or Servant. 

He described himself as 
‘not very saintly, not always 
exemplary and sometimes 
exposed by those closest to 
him’. 

Instead he promised to 
serve and called for a Church 
which served too. Let’s ‘pres- 
ent ourselves not as heroes or 
saints but as servants, for 
Jesus’ sake. Servants of a 
beautiful, damaged and 
much-loved world’, he said. 

After the service, the 
Bishop celebrated with a gar- 
den party in the Master’s 
Garden. 

The inauguration service 
was attended by 800 invitees 
from across the diocese, 
including civic, community 
and faith leaders from the 
three counties. Another serv- 
ice was held on Sunday for 
clergy in the Cathedral, to 
allow them to meet their new 
bishop. And there was also a 
service for retired clergy. 

Bishop John, who is 58, is 
married with two daughters. 

He has come to Oxford 
from Jarrow, where he served 
as a suffragan Bishop. 

He will meet thousands of 
people across the diocese in the 
next few months, as part of a 
round of visits to deaneries. 

• Edited highlights of the 
inauguration service are 
available on the diocesan 
website www.oxford.angli- 
can.org. His sermons are 
also available to watch or 
download as text. 




From top to bottom: sharing the peace; children from St Ebbe's primary and Christ Church 
Cathedral school leading the Bishop across Tom Quad into the Cathedral; knocking on the 
Cathedral door; the moment of enthronement. 










Travel to the heart of Christian Spirituality 
on six Saturdays over 10 months on an 
experiential journey led by Philip Roderick, 

Jo Rowbotham and guest presenters. 

Thame Barns Centre, Thame, near Oxford - 
9:30am - 3:30pm 

Recommended minimum contribution: 

£210 for all 6 pre-booked or £40 per session 

(8 Sep, 10 Nov 07, 12 Jan, 8 March, 10 May, 12 July 08) 

To ensure a place, please register by 
contacting Contemplative Fire, 

The Old Smithy, Hawridge Common, 
Chesham HP5 2UQ 
01*94 758 878 
info@contemplativefire.org 
www.contempkitivefire.org 



I 



fire 



creating a community of Christ at the edge 



Thinking of a 

vocation to the priesthood ? 




LAND 



The Catholic Societies are 
organising a conference for men 
considering their vocation to the priesthood. 



St Stephens House, Oxford 
14-16 September 07 

More details & application form available from 



Fr James McCluskey SSC 
Conference Secretary 
St. Luke's Vicarage, St Luke's Road 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex SS2 4AB 



Tel: 01 702 467620 
or from our website 
www.godcallingvocations.org 
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THOUSANDS of Christians will be heading to 
camps and mission events across the UK and 
even further afield this summer sharing the 
good news of Jesus. 



Ed Beavan chats to some camp leaders about what motivates them to do this work. 



EVERY summer at 
my church we are 
given a prayer list to 
intercede for all the 
members of the con- 
gregation taking part 



in summer camps and 
missions 

Each year the list 
seems to get longer, 
and it's really encour- 
aging to see such a lot 



of people, many with 
demanding full time 
jobs, giving up their 
precious holiday time 
to take part in camps 
or outreach events. 



NORTH NORFOLK 

Cottage in pretty 
Ringstead, near sea. 
Two bedrooms. 

For brochure, telephone 

01636 814247 



BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
2 bed cottage, 2/3 bed villas and 
studios all with A/C and maid 
service etc. 

Call Michael on 02082328128 
www.barbadosprivatevillas.com 




But just what is it 
that inspires these 
people to swap a 
week in the sun in 
Cyprus for a week 
under canvas in rainy 
Ramsgate? 

Phil Brooks is a 25- 
year-old Christian 
youth worker for the 
Red Thread organisa- 
tion in south London, 
an has been leading 
on Dolphin 

Launchpad on the 
North Norfolk coast, 
part of West Runton 
camps, for the last ten 
years. 

Despite the camps 
being something of a 
busman's holiday for 
the full-time church 
worker, Phil says that 
camp is an excellent 
strategic opportunity 
to spread the gospel. 

He explains that for 



him going on camp as 
a child had an enor- 
mous impact on him 
coming to faith, and 
said: “I think that out 
of all the ministry I 
do, camp is the most 
effective way of shar- 
ing Jesus with young 
people. 

“I think it's because 
during camp you set 
up a community life 
that is really close to 
the church of the first 
apostles, sharing you 
life with people in a 
very open way and 
being vulnerable, and 
this way of living out 
the gospel has a big 
impact on young peo- 
ple, backed up the 
gospel presentation 
of talks. 

“I find camp really 
fun but challenging at 
the same time, it had 



a massive part in me 
coming to faith in 
Jesus, and each year it 
is a big spiritual boost 
for me, but physically 
it's very demanding 
and quite draining. 

“It's hard work but 
worth it in the long 
term as it helps you 
grow as a Christian, 
and I would really 
encourage people to 
get involved in a 
camp if they get the 
chance.” 

Meanwhile Rob 
Garvey works part 
time for Interaction 
camps which take 
place in the Loire 
Valley in France, and 
are organized in con- 
junction with the 
Crosslinks missionary 
organisation and the 
French Bible Reading 
Association. 





A community of Christian 
ethos and origin exploring 
contemporary and emerging 
spirituality in the world and 
the church. 



Scargill’s unique residential centre is set in 98 
acres of the glorious Yorkshire Dales, and offers 
courses, events and retreats of its own whilst 
also welcoming organisations running their own 
activities. 

Come on a course, book a private stay, run your 
own conference here or consider applying to join 
the Community! 



Scargill House, Kettlewell, Skipton, 

North Yorkshire, BD23 5HU 
Tel. 01756 760234. 

info@scargillhouse.co.uk www.scargillhouse.co.uk 

Registered Charity No. 228031 



rgill 

exploring and celebrating 
an inclusive world 
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Interaction is unique in that as it 
provides an opportunity for young 
people to go on camp in a French- 
English bilingual context, with 
leaders and campers coming from 
the UK, France and Belgium for a 
holiday with an international 
flavour. 

Rob compares the international 
aspect of Interaction to a little 
'foretaste of heaven', and explains 
the reasons why he sees summer 
camps as such an excellent evan- 
gelistic chance. 

He explained: “Summer camps 
offer a unique opportunity for 
young people to consider the 
Christian gospel. 

“Away from school and home 
life, they are able to take time out 
to mix with others their own age in 
a fun and interesting environment, 
ask questions and hear a thorough 
explanation of the gospel. 

“The aims of camps like ours are 
pretty straightforward: to provide 
a genuinely fun and good quality 
holiday, during which the young 
people can consider the Christian 
gospel and have an opportunity to 
respond to it in an un-pressured 
way. 

“These twin emphases are vital. 
A poor holiday will distract and 
disappoint the young people and 
detract from the message we pro- 
claim. 

“A great holiday with poor 
Christian teaching, may be enjoy- 
able but will be of no eternal signif- 
icance. Only if the two elements are 
combined have we done our job.” 

Rob also believes there is a strate- 
gic importance to summer camps, 
which in the past have been vital in 
rooting and grounding countless 



church leaders and evangelists in 
the gospel. 

“The opportunity for young peo- 
ple to live alongside the leaders for 
a week or more is also something 
that they could never do during 
term time, and means that they can 
see the authentic impact that the 
Gospel has had on the lives of 
those that teach it to them,” Rob 
adds. 

And Rob also stresses how 
camps can be an excellent time for 
leaders to be trained and built up 
in their Christian lives. 

He said: “The holidays also pro- 
vide an excellent training ground 
for the leaders. Leaders need to 
share the gospel in a manner sim- 
ple enough for a young person to 
grasp, and are also required to live 
it out. 

“Authenticity is key. There are 
also many opportunities to lead 
meetings or Bible studies, or give 
talks which leaders might not oth- 
erwise have had in a church con- 
text. 

“A well run camp will also pro- 
vide a talk scheme which covers a 
range of key Christian doctrines 
and the opportunity to hear these 
day after day is of as much encour- 
agement to the leaders as it is to the 
young people.” 

Quite clearly it seems everyone is 
a winner when it comes to summer 
camps, both young people and 
leaders, so why not get involved? 

There are still a few more places 
at Interaction in France, for more 
information go to www.interac- 
tion-france.org 

For information about Dolphin 
Launchpad go to www.westrun- 
ton.org.uk 




Suffolk village 

Sleeps 4/6, C.H., garden, 
lovely views, close to 
Southwold, Minsmere. Short 
or weekly breaks: 

wlambert@talktalk.net 
or 01628625695 



South Cornwall 

2 bedroomed apartment sleeping 
4/5 in new development 
overlooking River Fowey in 
picturesque town of Lostwithiel. 
7 miles from Eden Project and 
5 miles from Fowey. 
www.cornishapartment.com 
0118 942 1386 or 0780 528 6687 



Conferences & 



Festivals 



festival 



29 June - 1 July 

Bradwell Abbey, Milton Keynes 

www.h3festival.co.uk 



.®-neati©m 



3-5 August 
Woolacombe, Devon 

www.creationfest.org.uk 




4 - 9 August 

Kent County Showground 

www.detling.com 



6 - 8 July |gj| 
Stubber Adventure Centre, 
Upminster. Essex 
www.solidnet.org.uk 



14 July - 3 August 
Keswick, Cumbria 
www.keswickministries.org 



Royal Bath & West Showground 
Shepton Mallet 
www.souisurvivor.com 



liiKenress] 



South: 28 July - 3 August 
(fully booked for delegates) 
5-11 August 

Royal Bath & West Showground, 

Shepton Mallet 

North: 21 - 27 July 

Newark & Notts County Showground, 

Newark 

www.new-wine.org/summer 



3-7 August 

Cheshire Agricultural Showground, 
Knutsford 

13-17, 18 -22 August 
Royal Bath & West Showground, 
Shepton Mallet 
www.soulsurvivor.com 



©ri.ee in be It 



24 - 27 August 



Cheltenham Racecourse 

www.greenbelt.org.uk 




COACH 

HOLIDAYS 

TO CENTRES 



Ideal for Family and 
Church Holidays • 
Conferences * Midweek 
and Weekend Breaks 





ST WINIFREDS^ 

Rhos on Sea, North Wales 

01492 544128 

stwinifreds@cehc.org.uk 



◄ BEECHWOOD COURT 

Conwy, North Wales 

01492 593405 

beechwoodcourt@cehc.org.uk 



THE PLEASAUNCEP- 

Overstrand, Norfolk 
01263 579212 

thepleasaunce@cehc.org.uk 



◄ BROCKLEY HALL 

Saltburn, North Yorkshire 

01287 622329 

brockteyhatl@cehc.org.uk 



ST RHADAGUNDS^ 

St Lawrence, Isle of Wight 

01983 852160 

strhadagunds@cehc.org.uk 



◄ SELF CATERING BUNGALOW 

The Pleasaunce, Norfolk 

01263 579212 

thepleasaunce@cehc.org.uk 




Details and brochure: 31 Westminster Drive, Cheadle Hulme, Stockport SK8 7QX 0161 440 7204 
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Feature 

The only way is up! Supporting the leap 
from primary to secondary school 




THE move to secondary school at 11 -years- 
old is one of the most momentous points of 
a child’s life, and it can be a frightening 
experience for them (and their parents). 

Few of us as adults are unable to instantly 
recall our feelings and experiences of that 
first day in ‘big school’; suddenly plunged 
from being a big fish in a small pond to 
being a minnow in a strange ocean of 
unknown children, adults and routine. 

For children from small rural and Church 
of England primary schools, which can have 
as few as 50 children and where everyone 
knows everyone, the move to a large, secular 
secondary can seem even more frightening. 

For the children, everything from finding 
their classrooms and knowing the lunchtime 



'The Christian element is 
important, helping the chil- 
dren realise that if they have 
worries or problems before or 
when they begin their new 
school there are adults they 
can go to who can help, but 
also they can pray' 

routine to making friends, fending off bullies 
and homework is new. 

For the parents, watching from the side- 
lines, there is also a lot to get used to: less 
contact with and knowledge of the school; 
new names and faces and friends they’ve 
never heard of before; worries about bullies 
and drugs; more homework! 

And as with so many things, the anticipa- 
tion of the unknown is often as stressful, or 
more so, than the actual event. 

Recognising the rising anxiety levels of 
pupils and parents, most schools are now 
very pro-active in helping to smooth the 
transition process. Many not only put a 
great deal of effort into celebrating the value 
and importance of the year-sixes in their 
current community, but also into forging 
links with the local secondary schools and 
arranging visits, talks, and other events. 

Christian organisations, too, are providing 
support. 

The REInspired project in Earley works 
with schools in the region to support RE les- 
sons throughout the year. This summer they 
have also organised a morning for school 
leavers of all primary schools in the area, to 
allow them to meet their new classmates and 
teachers. 

Pete Stone, project worker for REInspired, 
said: ‘Our vision is that we will work with 
children from reception to year 13, so that 
we can help children too with this transi- 
tion.’ 

Children are shown a clip from TV 
programme Top Gear, where the presen- 
ters are set a challenge to turn a car into 
a boat and sail it across a lake. ‘We tell 
the children they are like the car, they 
are going through a big change, but 
they are still fundamentally them- 
selves,’ said Pete. 



In Thatcham, Berks, clergy are working 
closely with teachers. As well as the usual 
regular visits by clergy to the schools, a spe- 
cial year six day at Douai Abbey is organ- 
ised by Churches Together in Thatcham. 

The Revd Peter Jarvis of St Mary’s Church 
explained: ‘All year six pupils are brought 
by coach to the Abbey for a morning of art 
and craft, games, music and drama followed 
by a special leavers’ service in the afternoon, 
also attended by head teachers, governors 
and others. 

‘Some of the activities relate to endings 
and new beginnings, and some are just sheer 
fun. The idea is that the children get to meet 
one another, make new friendships and cele- 
brate not just their time at their primary 
school but also what is to come.’ 

Feedback from the children has been posi- 
tive with many saying that they enjoyed 
meeting new people and felt more prepared 
for the move. 

In addition Mr Jarvis says his regular 
involvement with year six classes and at the 
local secondary school means that pupils 
have a familiar face following them through 
the transition, which is appreciated by chil- 
dren. 

Year six children at 36 primary schools in 
and around Milton Keynes can look for- 
ward to a visit from the MOUSE team to 
help smooth their journey into ‘big’ school 
in September. 

Katy Nenadovic of the Bridgebuilder Trust 
(a faith-based educational charity) explains 
that MOUSE stands for ‘Moving On Up 
Schools Education’, and involves a group of 
specially trained teenagers who descend on 
local schools to present a ‘roadshow-style’ 
session of drama, personal experience and 
discussion about starting secondary school. 

In its eighth year now, MOUSE has 
become an important and welcomed 
resource for schools wanting to ensure a 
smooth transition for their pupils. 

Katy told the DOOR: ‘Quite often the 
teenagers going into the school are from the 
secondary that many of the pupils will be 

going up to, so it’s 
great for them 
to talk to 
someone 
who has 
already 
been there 
and done 
that and can 
answer their 
questions 
with 
real 
knowl- 
edge.’ 
Each 
year the 
presen- 
tations 
take a 
Bible 
figure 
and look 
at the tri- 
als and 
tribulations 



of their life and how they coped with them, 
with God’s help. 

Katy says: ‘The Christian element is 
important, helping the children realise that if 
they have worries or problems before or 
when they begin their new school there are 
adults they can go to who can help, but also 
they can pray..’ 

Each child gets a copy of Scripture 

'We tell the children they are 
like the car, they are going 
through a big change, but they 
are still fundamentally 
themselves' 



Union’s ‘It’s Your Move’ for further advice 
and information. 

Scripture Union also runs a three-day ‘It’s 
Your Move’ holiday that is open to all pri- 
mary school leavers in the summer holidays. 

The holidays, in Buckinghamshire (with 
the Bridgebuilder Trust) and Berkshire com- 
bine all the fun, activity and spiritual focus 
of a normal holiday, with additional focus 
on exploring and chatting about all the feel- 
ings and issues involved in leaving pri- 
mary/middle school. 

Information from Scripture Union says: 
‘Take time to remember all the good (and 
bad!) of school left behind and prepare to 
face the new challenges of moving on and 
how Jesus can help you.’ 

This year the dates of the holidays are: 
22-24 July in Buckinghamshire and 20-23 
August in Berkshire, price £52. Details are 
on the Scripture Union website www.scrip- 
tureunion.org.uk 



• The Door has 10 copies of Its Your Move 
to give away. To win, send your name and 
address to Book Draw, Diocesan Church House 
North Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 0NB by 
August 15. 



10 Tips for helping 
your child settle at 
secondary school 

1. Find out which other children from your 
primary school are going on to the same sec- 
ondary and arrange for them to travel 
together on the first day. If there's time in 
the summer holidays you could organise a 
get-together/day out to keep them in touch. 

2. Ask at school and church or youth group 
whether any adults already known to the 
children are regular visitors to your child's 
secondary school, and will be a familiar face 
for your child to look out for. 

3. If your child will be travelling by bus, have 
a dry run before term starts. Also agree what 
they should do if they miss the bus home. 
Emergency 'phone numbers in a blazer pock- 
et can be reassuring and useful! 

4. Before term starts talk through with your 
child who they think they would be able to 
talk to if they had a problem at school. 

5. Check out holiday clubs that would intro- 
duce your child to others going to the same 
secondary school, or already there. 

5. Ask your church to pray individually and 
as a congregation for local children moving 
up. 

6. Don't expect every day to be a good day 
once school starts. Just listening will be a 
great support and tell you a great deal. 

7. As well as welcoming new friends home 
(so that you, as well as your child can get to 
know them better), ask whether he/she wants 
to meet up with old primary school friends 
who went to different schools. The familiari- 
ty can be relaxing and reassuring. 

8. Agreeing a routine for homework can save 
lots of argument and last minute panics. 

9. Know who you can talk to at school if you 
have any worries. 

10. Don't offload your own expectations and 
worries onto your child. They will have their 
own experience. 
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Worlds apart, yet much in common 
- Bishop Ossie visits Oxford 




A meeting of minds. Bishop Ossie and Bishop John 

Photo: Phil Hind 



JUST weeks after his inauguration as 
the new Bishop of South Africa’s 
Kimberley and Kuruman Diocese, the 
Very Revd Oswald (Ossie) Swartz was 
delighted to join guests at Christ 
Church Cathedral for the service mark- 
ing the start of Bishop John Pritchard’s 
ministry here in Oxford. 

As a ‘died in the wool’ Anglican, 
Bishop Ossie later reflected that 
although the Oxford service lacked the 
cheering and whooping from the con- 

Although K & l< is a much 
poorer diocese than Oxford, 
both are rich in their people 
who are 'diamonds that 
should be treasured and pol- 
ished to shine out in the 
world 7 . 



gregation which was such a feature of 
his own inauguration, he felt very much 
at home with the tradition and ceremo- 
ny. 

In fact, in his week-long visit, he says 
he has been struck many times not just 
by the differences but also the similari- 
ties between the twin dioceses. 

While the Northern Cape Province of 
K & K covers an area larger than the 
UK, and has only around 22 stipendiary 
and 40 non-stipendiary priests covering 



40 parish units, he says he sees 
the challenges of uniting and 
energising a widespread, diverse 
diocese reflected in its English 
counterpart: 

‘Although tne isolation some- 
times felt by clergy in K & K is 
more physically obvious, I think 
both dioceses have a challenge 
to build community over a wide 
area.’ 

Like Bishop John, he has 
great pastoral concern that his 
clergy should feel nurtured and 
refreshed to care for their 
parishioners. 

And of the parishioners, the 
Bishop says that although K & 

K is a much poorer diocese than 
Oxford, both are rich in their 
people who are ‘diamonds that 
should be treasured and pol- 
ished to shine out in the world’. 

During his visit, Bishop Ossie 
was pleased to meet again with the Rt 
Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester, who attended his inaugura- 
tion. And he said he looked forward to 
sharing many conversations with the 
Oxford diocese’s senior team about the 
challenges ahead. 

As a member of the original team 
who forged the link between Oxford 
and K & K, Bishop Ossie is a firm 
believer in the benefits of the twinning, 
not only on a practical level of sharing 
thoughts about administration, training 



and ministry, but also in encouraging 
unity among Christians across the 
world, and understanding of the real 
issues and joys of faith across cultures: 
‘Links with Christians in another 
country to our own reminds us that we 
have a common humanity. We are all 
part of each other,’ he says, ‘I hope that 
the bonds that have been forged 
between the people and communities of 
both dioceses will continue to grow 
stronger.’ 



Recipe by our cookery writer Ann Way 

White wine and elderflower cordial fruit jelly 



This very fresh tasting summer sweet is perfect garden party 
food. My husband and I tasted it for the first time at the 
Hotel in Sidmouth that we stayed at recently and the chef 
was always coming up with delicious recipes. This was a 
favourite of Leslie’s. I tried it out on the family last weekend 
and Jon, my son, said it was the best tasting jelly he’d ever 
had. I wonder what our readers will think. It's well worth 
the effort. 

Ingredients 

1.5 packets of gelatine powder (or 1.5 packets lime and lemon 
jellies) 

2.5 fluid oz of hot water 

8 fluid oz of elderflower cordial (if it is in concentrate form, 
make it up as suggested to the required drinking flavour - with 
a fairly strong taste) 

8 fluid oz of white wine 
■ Juice of one lime 

About 12 oz of fresh fruit: chopped strawberries; raspberries; 
de-pithed oranges or clementines; black and green grapes, 
halved; 1 kiwi iruit, cored and skinned; flesh of 1 peach or 
nectarine and half a sliced banana 

Method 

Pour the hot water into a jug or a bowl. 

Sprinkle on the gelatine and stir until dissolved (never put 
the water on to the gelatine) or use the lime and lemon jelly 
cubes. I find that they dissolve very easily in a microwave 
oven, but stir at least once or twice and don't let the mix- 
ture boil. 

Have a large mixing bowl to hand and prepare the fruit 




by chopping the bananas, squeezing the lime and pouring 
the juice over the bananas to stop them browning. Then 
prepare the rest of the fruit, chopping the strawberries and 
skinning the grapes and cutting in half and de-pithing and 
skinning the orange or clementines and the kiwi fruit. Try to 
keep the fruit fairly even in size. Place in the bowl and add 
the wine, elderflower cordial and jelly mixture. Stir well 
and pour into jelly moulds. I find this fills 2 large moulds or 
about a dozen individual ones. 

Leave in the fridge to cool. When it has set firmly turn 
them out on to pretty plates. If you have difficulty freeing 
them, place a hot wet dish cloth around the moulds to free 
the sides. 



Making friends in Romania 



SOME members of St Mary's 
Church, Thame formed a link 
over two years ago with 
Bethany Baptist Church in the 
village of Hidiselu de Jos, 
Romania. This has been made 
possible by EPIC - European 
Partners in Christ. 

Last year, we invited Pastor 
Danut and his family to stay 
with us in Thame and, in May of 
this year, six of us, all in our 
'golden age'(l), travelled to the 
village in Romania. We decided 
on the theme of 'Friendship' 
and went with suitcases stuffed 
with equipment for games, 
crafts and a puppet show. We 
had no idea how many would 
respond to the idea of a 
Friendship Day on the Saturday. 
Having blown up balloons and 
put up bunting, we waited. 
Eventually 30 children arrived 
and entered enthusiastically into 
all that we had prepared for 
them. We were helped by six stu- 
dents from the University in 
nearby Oradea. They were on 
hand to translate for us and be 
our voice to the children. 

We were able to take with 
us a keyboard and sound 
equipment as a gift from the 
people of St Mary's and, on 
the following day, it was made 
good use of in the Morning 
Service. Two of our team 
preached, one in the morning 
and one in the afternoon and 
they continued the theme of 
friendship - Jesus' offer of 



friendship to us. Puppets were 
used to tell the story of the 
Good Samaritan. 

On the next day, we visited 
the Kindergarten and Primary 
Schools in the village and were 
greeted with wide grins from 
'our' children who had come to 
the Friendship Day. We felt that 
we had made real connections 
with them and we trust that 
they will be added to the life of 
the Church in Hidiselu de Jos. 

It was a happy visit and one 
that we would like to build on 
in the future. The link has been 
mutually beneficial as we meet 
each month to pray for them 
and they pray for us. 

For further information 
about EPIC, visit the website 
on www.EPIC-churches.org 
Paul Persson is a member of 
St Mary's Church. 




Discussing mission and 
development in Vaxjo 

Bv Beren and Katie Hartless 
SINCE September 2006 
roughly three dozen people 
(half of them in this diocese, 
half in our partner diocese of 
Vaxjo) have been working on 
issues of mission and develop- 
ment. 

At first, each diocesan group 
worked independently, with 
parallel monthly seminars in 
Vaxjo and in Oxford. Then in 
February the two groups met 
at Clanfield in west 
Oxfordshire. Last month, the 
joint group met again, this 
time in Kastlosa, on the island 
of Aland in Sweden. 

In a Diocesan retreat cen- 
tre, serenaded by nightingales, 
we explored various forms of 
worship including Helga 
Danser (Holy Dance), the use 
of the 'Pearls of Life' (a kind 
of rosary), and a Eucharist 
with the different parts of the 
service planned and led by 
mixed groups of Vaxjo and 
Oxford delegates. 

We also learnt about differ- 
ent experiences of mission, 
from local mission in a 
Swedish parish, to mission in 
South America and dialogue 



between Christians, Jews and 
Muslims. 

Through visits to nature 
reserves, cathedrals and 
churches, we explored the 
local and natural history of 
the area and the history of the 
church in the diocese. We 
also worked in groups looking 
at key issues such as world 
poverty, climate change and 
religious conflict. 

Alongside this, the good 
company of friends from our 
diocese and Vaxjo, con- 
tributed to making our stay a 
fruitful and educational time. 

We've moved one step fur- 
ther in the building of a group 
of 'internationally committed 
people' in each diocese who 
hope to be catalysts for mis- 
sion both for their own con- 
gregations and deaneries and, 
perhaps more importantly, for 
the wider Church. 

Beren Hartless is principal of 
the Diocesan Ordained Local 
Ministry Team. Katie 
H artless is involved in co- 
ordination of the diocese's 
World Church Year pro- 
gramme. 
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Bringing The Passion to Oxford 

bv Sally Jarman ■ 1 1 1 H I I I I 1111 mmm ■ ■ 




Tom Peters, who plays Jesus in Creation Theatre's The Passion 



Perplexed? Here’s the guidebook 



HOW to portray the reality of 
Jesus Christ is the question 
once again facing actor Tom 
Peters this summer as he pre- 
pares to take the leading role 
in the first Oxford Passion. 

The Creation Theatre 
Company production will 
play at Oxford Castle from 1 
August to 8 September and 
feature a large community 
chorus working alongside 
professional actors. 

For Tom it will, in fact, be 
the third time that he has 
taken on this most challeng- 
ing of roles, most recently in 
a dramatic reading of St 
Mark’s Gospel at Holy 
Trinity Church, Headington 
Quarry, Oxford last autumn. 

If the performances then 
are anything to go by this 
summer’s production will be 
a gritty, high-energy portray- 
al of Jesus’ last weeks on 
earth. 

Then, as now, the script is 
based on the translation of 
the New Testament by 
Nicholas King, and has been 
written by Lizzie Hopley. 

Tom told the DOOR: ‘It’s 
a great privilege to play such 
a complex and famous fig- 
ure, although quite daunting 
to look at what I can bring to 
a role that has been played so 
famously so many times 
before.’ 

Creation’s artistic director 
and producer, David Parrish 
hopes that if the production 



this year is successful it will 
become a yearly event to 
rival the Mystery Plays of 
York, Coventry and Chester. 

Tickets for The Oxford 
Passion are available on 
01865 766266 . 

• Win a pair of tickets to see 
The Oxford Passion by writ- 



ing in to us with the name of 
the disciple who betrayed 
Jesus with a kiss. Send your 
answer on a postcard with 
your name and address to 
DOOR Passion competition, 
Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford, OX2 OBN, by 20 
July. 



by John Rees 

HAVE you begun a journey of 
faith with Alpha or Emmaus, 
and now want to find out 
more? Or further down the 
path, do you need to fill in 
some gaps in your knowledge 
of the Church and its story? 
Or; do you simply want to do 
a refresher course in Christian 
faith? If you fall into any of 
these categories, then Canon 
Keith Ward’s Christianity: A 
Guide for the Perplexed may 
be just the book for you. 

It covers an immense 
amount of ground - the Old 
Testament, the New 
Testament, the Creeds, 
Orthodoxy, monasticism, the 
Great Schism, the 
Reformation, the Crusades, 
dialogue with other faiths, 
the sacraments, prayer in 
everyday life, and a lot else 
along the way. Canon Ward 
wears his learning lightly, 
and shares it willingly. He 
gives generous insights and 
makes memorable connec- 
tions, often in thumb-nail 
sketches: ‘Christianity in the 
first millennium was entan- 
gled with the downfall of 
three empires. Its character 
was affected by that entan- 
glement, as it wrestled with 
problems of power and mili- 
tary engagement... 

‘Through centuries beset 
by warfare and pestilence, 
when human lives were often 



short and brutal, the Church 
offered God’s forgiveness for 
sin and hope for the life of 
eternity. 

‘The crucifix, expressing 
God’s identification with a 
world of pain and grief, 
became the central symbol of 
Catholic faith.’ 

This book is characterised 
by similarly sympathetic 
attempts to read the purpos- 
es of God in cultures (includ- 
ing the cultures of the bibli- 
cal ages) far different from 
our own - but with striking 
points of overlap, as that 
extract demonstrates. 

As befits a former Regius 
professor, there is no trace of 
‘knock-down-drag-out’ fun- 
damentalism in these pages, 
which will disappoint some 
eager young Christians. 

The author describes the 
Bible speaking ‘cryptically’, 
of it being ‘one of the best 
records we have of the origins 
of monotheism, belief in one 
creator God’, of the prophets’ 
‘poetry of frightening power’ 
and of the Gospels giving 
‘four views of how the early 
Church saw Jesus’. 

But Canon Ward takes the 
Bible very seriously indeed, 
and serious students of 
Scripture should be engaged 
by his presentation of its 
themes, and the way that the 
Church has applied them in 
different centuries, contexts 
and cultures. There is noth- 



ing here to put any serious 
believer on the defensive. 

Above all, this is a presen- 
tation of Christian faith 
designed to address both the 
mind and the heart. It was 
written so that it could be 
read in short sections 
(though the themes are 
grouped, and the sections 
can equally well be read 
together). Each section is 
only two or three pages long, 
can be read in a few minutes 
as part of a daily spiritual 
exercise, and each ends with 
a reflection designed to lead 
in to prayer. 

There are striking parallels 
between this book and the 
Bishop of Durham’s recent 
book, Simply Christian. 
Each deserve better than the 
pigeonholes allotted to them 
in the religious marketplace. 
Just as no ‘liberal’ should be 
harmed by reading Bishop 
Tom Wright’s book, so I 
would hope evangelicals 
should find much of benefit 
in what Canon Ward offers 
here. 

John Rees is the Registrar for 
the Diocese of Oxford 

CHRISTIANITY A GUIDE 
FORTHE PERPLEXED 
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The demands of faithful ministry 



bv Anthony Russell 

THE new Bishop of Oxford 
comes to the Diocese bear- 
ing a gift and his new book 
will be read with attention 
and gratitude by many peo- 
ple. Whilst there are libraries 
of books on the develop- 
ment of the theology of min- 
istry, and much contempo- 
rary writing about the impli- 
cations of new understand- 
ings of being church, here is 
a book which portrays 
directly the life and work of 
a priest, and what it feels 
like to be an ordained minis- 
ter in the Church today. 

The book draws on the 
well-known study (originat- 
ing in the Diocese of Ely) by 
Robert Martineau with a 
similar title, which has been 
recommended by diocesan 
directors of ordinands and 
theological college staff over 
the last 35 years. Here is its 
replacement. 

Bishop John orders his 
reflections around the three 
principal concerns of a 



priest - the glory of God; the 
pain of the world; and the 
renewal of the Church. This 
brings a clear shape to the 
multitude of topics which 
customarily fill handbooks 

W 

'All that he says, 
however, is perme- 
ated by a recogni- 
tion that the priest 
cannot do every- 
thing, and that 
family life and 
appropriate rest 
should not be 
ignored 7 



on ministry (worship, mis- 
sion, pastoral work, admin- 
istration, stress, faithfulness 
in the study of scripture and 
in prayer, and intellectual 
growth), and echoes the 
basis on which candidates 
are selected for ordination 



training. He has a very 
extensive experience of 
priestly ministry as a parish 
priest, theological college 
Principal, Archdeacon, 
Suffragan Bishop, and now 
as Bishop of Oxford. All of 
this experience is brought to 
bear in this book. 

There is nothing abstract 
about his analysis, and he 
deals with the practical 
issues which face ministry 
today; with the loneliness of 
leadership; with the unfulfil- 
lable expectations; and the 
difficulties of witnessing to 
the love of God in an 
increasingly angry and liti- 
gious world. He is uncom- 
promising in the high stan- 
dards he sets in worship, 
and insists on a critical 
engagement with scripture 
and the importance of con- 
tinuing theological study. All 
that he says, however, is per- 
meated by a recognition that 
the priest cannot do every- 
thing, and that family life 
and appropriate rest should 
not be ignored. 



Like any good book, 
much of what is written may 
appear obvious. In many 
dioceses there is no shortage 
of courses on time manage- 
ment and work-life balance. 
But as in many areas of life, 
we need to be reminded 
more than instructed, and 

'In all this, he 
acknowledges that 
faithful ministry 
today is incredibly 
demanding 7 



this book seeks to remind 
priests of the promises they 
made at their Ordination - 
diligence in teaching; search- 
ing out the lost; baptising; 
preparing the dying; faith- 
fulness in prayer and study; 
and the good order of the 
priest’s own household. 

How right Bishop John is to 
make the Ordinal the centre 
of any commentary on min- 
istry. 



In all this, he acknowl- 
edges that faithful ministry 
today is incredibly demand- 
ing. It would be wholly 
impossible if we did not 
keep the grace and blessing 
of Christ in the centre of 
our hearts and our prayers. 
As the Ordinal says, the 
Good Shepherd is held 
before our eyes as the pat- 
tern of our calling. This is a 
book that will be valued by 
many, and which communi- 
cates the author’s passion 
for Christ, and his commit- 
ment to the mission of the 
Church, in a direct and vivid 
way. 

The Rt Revd Anthony Russell 
is Bishop of Ely. He previous- 
ly served in the Diocese of 
Oxford as the Bishop of 
Dorchester. 
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Reward the 
unsung heroes 
in our lives 

If you know of a group of 
volunteers who devote time 
and energy to helping people 
in their community and 
improving the lives of others, 
now is the time to act to 
recognise their efforts. 

Nominations are being 
invited from the public for 
The Queen's Award for 
Voluntary Service, a national 
honour equivalent to an 
MBE, which will be awarded 
to outstanding voluntary 
organisations in the local 
community. 

Whether it's a group from 
church or your wider parish, 
these are the largely unsung 
heroes of our cities, towns 
and villages who quietly find 
time in their lives to care for 
those in need. 

The deadline for nomina- 
tions is 30 September 2007 
and it is easy to do. Just go 
to www.queensawardvolun- 
tary.gov.uk or call the 
awards hotline for more 
information on 0845 000 
2002. 






July 

Sat 30 June-Sun 8 July 
EAST -HAGBOURNE Scare 
crow Trail round village in aid of 
hospitals and schools in Tan- 
zania; refreshments Sat 6c Sun 
3-5pm St Andrew’s Church. 
01235 813393. 

Sun 1 GORING Concert with 
Orchestra of All Souls, Langham 
Place, in aid. of church refurbish- 
ment. Tickets 01491 871970. 

Sun 1 STRATFIELD MOR- 
TIMER Annual Vicarage 
Garden Party 3-5pm The 
Vicarage, The Avenue. Cream 
teas, music. £2 to include tea. 
Sun 1 HAWRIDGE Floral 
arrangements and work by 
school children, St Mary’s 
Church llam-5pm. 01494 



758332. 

Sat 7 HIGH WYCOMBE All 

Saints’ Church Summer Fete: the 
Great Teddy Bear Jump. 
9.30am-3.30pm. 01494 531377. 

Sat 7 CHALGROVE Jazz in the 
Garden’. Manor gardens 7pm, in 
aid of St Mary’s Church; bring 
picnic. Tickets 01865 $90460. 
Sat 7 DENHAM Musical 
Evening 7.30pm St Mary the 
Virgin Church in aid of 
Endurlndia 2008. Tickets 01895 
834398. < 

Sat 7 HIGH WYCOMBE 
Organ recital, All Saints’ Church 
12 noon; free. 

Sun 8 COOKHAM Rejoice in 
the Lord, Holy Trinity Church 
6.30-7pm. 

Wed 11 EARLEY Mothers’ 
Union Summer Meeting, St 
Peter’s Church 7pm, with talk on 
slavery today. 

Sat 14 FINCHAMPSTEAD 



Summer Fete in aid of St James’ 
Church, Memorial Park 2pm. 
0118 973 0133. 

Sat 14-Sun 15 SANDFORD 
ON THAMES St Andrew’s 
Church Fete Sat 2pm. Flower 
festival Sat 10am-6pm; Sun 
11am -6pm. 01865 777900. 
Sun 15 OLD WINDSOR 
Cream teas in churchyard St 
Peter 6 c St Andrew Church 
3.30pm; Songs of Praise in 
church 6pm. 01753 861537. 
Sun 15 COOKHAM Summer 
Evening Eucharist Holy Trinity 
Church 6.30pm. 

Thu 19 CHALFONT ST 
PETER Band of Grenadier 
Guards, All Saints’ Church, Oval 
Way 7.30pm; barbecue supper in 
interval. Tickets 01753 883384. 
Fri 20 LEAFIELD ‘Rhymes 
and Vines’, 7.45pm St Michael 
6 c All Angels Church: songs, 
instrumental music, poetry. 



Tickets on door or 01993 709596. 

Sat 21 -Sun 22 ASTON 

ABBOTTS Sat: Festival opens 
2pm. Teas, stalls, etc. Sun: floral 
displays St James’ Church 
2-5pm; Songs of Praise 6pm. 

Fri 27 FINGEST Healing serv- 
ice with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01494 571231. 

Fri 27 BANBURY Young Zulu 
warriors: ‘Thula Sizswe’, St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. 01295 268516. 

August 

Fri 3 & Thu 30 BANBURY 

National Youth Choir St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. 01748 825242. 
Wed 15 ASCOT Charity Golf 
Day, Royal Ascot Golf Club, in 
aid of St Martin’s Church. 
Chavey Down. Tee off 12 noon, 
followed by dinner, auction and 
raffle. Applications 01344 
882918, email Anthony.lock- 



sride @btinternet.com. 

Fri 24 FINGEST Healing 
Service with laying on of hands 
and anointing at Holy Commun- 
ion 10.15am. 01491 571231. 
Sat 25 HIGH WYCOMBE 
Organ recital. All Saints’ Church 
12 noon; free. 

Sat 25-Mon 27 CHENIES St 

Michael’s Church Flower 
Festival and Wildacre Art 
Exhibition; Manor open Mon. 
01923 284433. 

Mon 27 CHOLESBURY Joint 
fete with Hawridge, Cholesbury 
Village Hall 1.30pm. 01494 
758332. 

Church Teas 

Waltham St Lawrence 

Summer teas in churchyard: 
2.30-5pm 22 July; 5 and 19 
Aug; 9 Sep. Church and tower 
tours. 01344 621825. 



Holy Trinity Church, Penn 
Street 

Summer Sundays and most 
Bank Holidays from 2.30pm: 
cream teas in aid of Holy 
Trinity Church and Christ 
Church, Holmer Green. 

Church House, Hughenden 
Park 

Sundays and Bank Holidays to 
28 October from 2.15pm; 
cream teas in aid of St Michael 
6c All Angels Church and chari- 
ties. 01494 525645. 

St Mary’s Church Chantry 
House, Henley on Thames 
Summer Sundays and Bank 
Holidays 2 r 5pm. 

Services at Christ Church 
Cathedral 

Cathedral Office 01865 276155; 
Cathedral Secretary sally-arm. 
ford@chch.ox.ac.uk; website 
www.ch.ch.ox.ac.uk 



July 

‘ See what love the Father has 
given us , that we should be 
called children of God ; and so 
we are. 3 1 John 3:1 

In the power of the Spirit and in 
% union with Christ, let us pray to 
the Father for: 

THE FOURTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 1 Those being ordained 
deacon in Christ Church, for 
their families and the parishes 
where they will serve. 

Mon 2 Newport Deanery The 
Deanery is working on the practi- 
cal application of their Deanery 
Plan. We are in the process of 
appointing a Deanery 
Development Facilitator, helping 
us to work more closely together. 
Please pray for our small but 
faithful congregations, especially 
work with children and young 
families, for all ministers lay and 
ordained, whatever their title. For 
area dean - Christa Cerratti: 
synod lay chair - Rod Cannon: 
ecumenical representative - Mike 
Morris and for the two interregna 
during the second half of this year. 
Hie 3 Thomas the apostle Gate: 
clergy - Alexander Murdoch: 
licensed lay minister - Geoff 
Morris. 

Wed 4 Hanslope with 
Castlethorpe: clergy - Gary 

Ecclestone: licensed lay minister - 
Eric Dodworth. 

Thu 5 Lamp: clergy - Richard 
Caddell, Harold Lowndes: licensed 
lay ministers - Andrew Geary, 
Priscilla Parry, Wendy Reidel. 

Fri 6 Lavendon with Cold 
Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and 
Newton Blossomville: clergy - 
Christa Cerratti. 

Sat 7 Newport Pagnell with 
Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy - 
John Lewis, Glynis Bell: licensed 
lay ministers - Mervyn Evans, 
Colin Taylor. 

THE FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 8 Sea Sunday. With thanks 
and in recognition of those who 
serve our communities by their 
work at sea. www.missiontosea- 
farers.org 

Mon 9 Olney: clergy Philip 
Davies, Val Reveley: licensed lay 
ministers -Ruth Ayling, Rena 
Partridge. 

Tue 10 Sherington with 



Chicheley, North Crawley, 
Astwood and Hardmead: clergy - 
Mandy Marriott: licensed lay min- 
isters -John Fielding, Pam Fielding. 
Wed 11 Wallingford Deanery. 
Please pray for those newly 
appointed in the Wallingford 
Deanery. Karen Beck, Priest-in- 
Charge of Didcot All Saints and 
Jeremy Goulston, Team Vicar in 
the Wallingford Team Ministry. 
Please pray for the people of St. 
Mary's Streatley to be joined to 
Goring with South Stoke and for 
Elias Polomski on his retirement. 
For Edwin Clements on his serv- 
ice as area dean and for his suc- 
cessor: synod lay chairman - 
Graham Goy. 

Thu 12 Cholsey and Moulsford: 
clergy - Andrew Petit, Valerie 
Gibbons, John Mackney. 

Fri 1 3 The Churn: clergy - Edwin 
Clements, Anthony Lury, Louise 
Butler: lay pastor - Beryl Hill. 
Sat 1 4 Didcot Group Ministry: 
All Saints clergy - Karen Beck, 
Allen Edwards: licensed lay min- 
isters - Nick Hards, Stuart 
Roberts. Ladygrove minister: 
Hugh Boorman. St Peter’s clergy 
- Edward Carter, Sister Patricia 
(Ann): licensed lay minister - 
Fran Childs, Jenny Loder. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 15 All who offer an oppor- 
tunity for spiritual refreshment 
and reflection - spiritual direc- 
tors, retreat and quiet day lead- 
ers, and the places provided as 
sanctuaries of stillness. 

Mon 16 Harwell with Chilton: 
clergy - Chris Stott: licensed lay 
ministers - Steve Ward. 

Hie 17 Wallingford Team 
Ministry: clergy - David Rice, 
Jeremy Goulston, Jim Spence. 
Wed 18 Streatley: clergy - Elias 
Polomski, John Mackney.: 
licensed lay minister - Ian 
Wallace. All in the parish as they 
prepare to join Goring with 
South Stoke. 

Thu 19 Wendover Deanery. 
For Lighthouse (Great 
Missenden) and Jigsaw (Weston 
Turville). Both these week-long 
•children’s events take place at 
the start of the school holiday 
and which see over 1,000 chil- 
dren attending. For the contin- 
ued work of church projects in 
the community such as the 
@stmarys shop in Wendover 



High Street, and the contact 
with many visitors to our 
churches for afternoon teas at 
the weekends. Area dean - Mark 
Dearnley: synod lay chairman - 
David Perrett: clergy - Kevan 
Royle, Norman Dick who is also 
ecumenical representative. 

Fri 20 Aston Clinton with 
Buckland and Drayton 
Beauchamp: clergy - Alan 

Bennett, Elizabeth Moxley, 
Dennis Davies. 

Sat 21 Ellesborough, The 
Kimbles and Stoke Mandeville: 
clergy - Tony Willis, Jan 
Henderson: licensed lay minister 
-Julie Willis. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 22 Mary Magdalene. For 
children’s holiday activities run 
by churches throughout the dio- 
cese. We pray blessing for the 
many leaders and volunteers 
who make this possible. 

Mon 23 Great Missenden with 
Ballinger and Little Hampden: 
clergy - Rosie Harper: licensed lay 
minister - Patricia Neale: pastoral 
assistant - N Rose: youtl) worker 

- Lizzie Williams. 

Hie 24 The Lee, Hawridge with 
Cholesbury and St Leonards: cler- 
gy - David Burgess, Ivor Cornish. 
Wed 25 James, Apostle. Little 
Missenden: clergy - John Simpson: 
licensed lay minister - Gareth 
Beynon. 

Thu 26 Prestwood and Great 
Hampden: clergy - Mark 

Mowforth: licensed lay minister - 
Christine March. 

Fri 27 Wendover and Halton: cler- 
gy, Mark Dearnley, Em Coley, 
Bernard Roberts: licensed lay min- 
isters, Ruth Dearnley^ Glenys 
Neman. 

Sat 28 Weston Turville: clergy 
-David Wales, Susan Fellows. 
THE EIGHTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 29 Children and young 
people of the diocese, especially 
those for whom the summer hol- 
iday marks a time of transition. 
Mon 30 Diocesan Board for 
Social Responsibility: chair - 
Martin Conway: adviser - 

Alison Webster: assistant adviser 

- Victoria Slater: adviser for 
racial justice - Raj Patel: rural 
officer - Glyn Evans: administra- 
tor - Selina Sugden. 

Hie 31 Parents and Children 



Together: chief executive - Yvette 
Gayford and the staff; the servic- 
es and projects provided, particu- 
larly remembering the special 
demands in school holidays. 

August 

‘I will give thanks to the Lord 
with my wfcole heart; I will tell 
of all thy wonderful deeds.* 
Psalm 9:1 

In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to 
the Father for: 

Wed 1 Lammas day Praise God 
for the bread given as our daily 
food, and for the Bread of Life 
which we receive at the Lord’s 
table. 

Thu 2 The nearly 400 non- 
parochial clergy serving the dio- 
cese. 

Fri 3 Those who work that oth- 
ers may take holidays. 

Sat 4 Those who provide pas- 
toral care and practical support 
for clergy and lay workers both 
during ministry and in retire- 
ment, including area convenors. 
THE NINTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sun 5 Honorary assistant bishops. 
Mon 6 Transfiguration of Our 
Lord. Wantage Deanery, resolv- 
ing particular difficulties in allo- 
cating the Parish Share, putting 
finishing touches to Missionary 
Development Plan, for growth in 
the ecumenical partnership, the 
consequences of building that 
will increase the population by 
7,000 and staff changes - Church 
Army Officer in S. John's Parish 
Grove, Fr. Nicholas Cheeseman 
moving in late summer to All 
Saints Reading, Max Kramer 
arriving in Wantage as Lay 
Pastoral Assistant. For area dean 
- John Salter: synod lay chair- 
man - Nigel Baring: clergy - 
Antonia Cretney, deaf chaplain - 
Roger Williams: licensed lay 
ministers -Sister Elizabeth Anne, 
Sue Sowden. 

Hie 7 Grove: clergy - John 
Robertson, Dick Douglas: youth 
worker - James Hawksworth. 
Wed 8 Hanney, Denchworth 
and East Challow: clergy - 
Anthony Hogg, Stephen James. 
Thu 9 Ridgeway: clergy - Alan 
Wadge: licensed lay minister - 
Serena Gledhill. 

Fri 10 Wantage: clergy - John 



Salter, Nicholas Cheeseman, Dot 
Morrison: parish sister - Susie 
Martin. 

Sat 1 1 Wantage Downs: clergy 
- Rita Ball, Jean Page. 

THE TENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 12 The Oxford Diocesan 
Guild of Church Bellringers and 
their branches in our deaneries, 
tower captains and teams. 

Mon 13 Bishop’s officers and 
advisers, diocesan advisers and 
their teams; diocesan committee 
chairmen. 

Hie 1 4 Those actively support- 
ing groups associated with the 
BSR: FLAME, Urban Priority, 
Criminal Justic, Domestic abuse, 
HIV/AIDS and sexuality, Health 
and social care, World develop- 
ment, Christian Concern for 
One World, Faith and work, 
Medical ethics, Interfaith con- 
cerns, Environmental issues. 
Wed 15 The Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Diocesan trustees: admin- 
istrator - Caroline Dyer: and 
those exercising ministry as 
trustees within the parishes. 

Thu 16 The Diocesan board of 
finance: director - Nigel Wearne: 
department members - John 
Hardcastle, Beverley Jane, Sue 
Heath, Helen Carter, Dee 
Skelcher, Edith Sanchez, Shirley 
Campbell, Mary Smith, Pat 
Burton, Jim Grady. 

Fri 17 Those responsible for 
churches with the committees of 
Advice for the care of churches. 
Pastoral and Redundant 
Churches uses: secretary - Mary 
Saunders. 

Sat 18 The Diocesan Registry: 
chancellor - Rupert Bursell: reg- 
istrars - John Rees, Cordelia 
Hall, Geoffrey Cotterill 
THE ELEVENTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
Sun 19 The diocesan board of 
Education - director - Leslie 
Stephen: assistant director - 
Gordon Joyner: advisers - Janet 
Wright, Roy Davey, Jo Fageant, 
Julie Mintern: staff - Liz 

Harrison, Liz Manson, Penny 
Bingham, Tracy Richardson, Val 
Coombs, Christine Jones. 

Mon 20 Those with examina- 
tion results this summer, that 
they will have wise guidance and 
support with their choices. 
Youth adviser - Ian Macdonald 
and youth workers, both 



employed and voluntary. 

Hie 21 STEM director - Keith 
Lamdin and the administration 
team - Ruth Wilson, Carolyn 
Main, Jeni Hobbs, Shaila 
Townsend, Alethea Martin, 
Deborah Dallimore. 

Wed 22 Parish development 
advisers - Andrew Gear, Janet 
Russell. 

Thu 23 Stewardship: adviser - 
Robin -Brunner-Ellis. Training: 
director of studies - Keith Beech 
- Gruneberg: officer - Phillip 
Tovey. 

Fri 24 Bartholomew the 
Apostle. Ministry - director of 
ordinands - Marilyn Parry and 
assistant directors - Andrew 
Meynell and Christine Redgrave: 
OLM officer - Beren Hartless. 
Sat 25 Accredited and lay min- 
isters: adviser for LLMs - 
Joanna Coney, and their associa- 
tions. 

THE TWELFTH SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 

Sun 26 The diocesan adminis- 
trators who provide the founda- 
tion for effective service: dioce- 
san secretary - Rosemary Pearce: 
Sally Wildman, Dorothy 
Beaumont, Barbara Bolder, Ruth 
Reavley, Pam Rolls. 

Mon 27 Those activities and 
networks that link church with 
statutory and voluntary agen- 
cies. 

Hie 28 Effective communica- 
tions within the diocese, in the 
deaneries between parishes and 
within each church, and for 
those who resource links 
through all media: Natalie 

Abbott, Philip Hind, Rebecca 
Paveley, Sally Jarman, Sarah 
Meyrick. 

Wed 29 All who maintain the 
church buildings, churchyards 
and cemeteries - cleaners, garden- 
ers, craftsmen. Those with dioce- 
san responsibility for glebe and 
buildings: Roger Harwood, David 
Mitchell, Tony Kerry, Brian 
Howe, Helen James, Sarah 
Bartlett, Carole Leary, Mary May. 
Thu 30 All who prepare 
churches for worship - cleaners, 
vergers, sacristans, servers, 
flower arrangers. 

Fri 31 The members of prayer 
groups and those who follow the 
Door prayer diary for all people 
and places in the diocese. 
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YOUTH VIEW 



People are excited ... and some 
hefty mountains are trembling. 
That's the view from where I am 
standing, but this time, unlike a few 
years ago, the vision is shared. 

In the parish of Woughton, you 
can come along to Freedom, and 
see young and old, working togeth- 
er, with a passion. Freedom is a 
new 'event', run by young people, 
and essentially for young people, 
with times of worship, drama, and 
special guests, that aims to open 
eyes and hearts to a God centred 
life. There is something about it 
though, something so God inspired 
that has opened it up and not only 
made it accessible to all ages, 
eight to 80, but filled it with the 
Holy Spirit. 

It's not easy, this youth ministry 
thing, and it has been a case of trial 
and most definitely error all the 
way. Some seven years ago a small 
youth group started, led by people 
who really wanted to make things 
different, by focusing on the disci- 
pleship of young people. 

Like all bright sparks, when I 
got the role of youth leader, I went 
for it big style. I was mentored 
though to check that this was ok, 
and what I learnt I can now carry 
forward into the youth ministry of 
our church. God sets out a path for 
you, He will test you, and challenge 
you, and pick you up when you fall 
down; he gives you the space, so 
eventually you will get it right. It is 
so important to be prepared to 



al low that time, so that leaders and 
young people don't feel that they 
have to give up on something if it 
doesn't get the right results. The 
vision is still right when it is God 
given, just the technique and 
approach needs tweaking. 

We have waited and waited on 
God to teach and strengthen us in 
Woughton, so that we can minister 
in a cool and effective way to both 
young and old. After a lot of hard 
work, God is blessing us with the 
people and the spirit to make a go 
of it. We have a growing youth 
group with structured sessions, 
chill out times, and special events 
where we engage with the older 
generations, a great youth band 
and now young people turn out on 
a Friday night to just be together, 
and have fun. This has created time 
when we can discuss what God is 
doing in our lives, and how we can 
react. I feel we got there though 
with this last rule, pray in steps. 
Pray and listen, pray and work, 
and pray to thank and ask for 
more. 

It 7 s vital to keep drawing close 
to God and letting him in on every 
little bit of it, because through him 
and through conversation with him 
it starts to work, but in his way, and 
in his time; and He says, go in faith 
and believe in what you are doing, 
because 'If God is for us, who can 
be against us? 7 (Romans 8: 31). 
by Jay Norris, youth worker 
Woughton parish, Bucks 




Thousands join 

THOUSANDS of Christians joined together under the 
hot sun of a June Sunday to worship God in the centre 
of Oxford. 

More than 40 churches, including Anglican and free 
churches, cancelled their usual services to meet in Broad 
Street for the second Love Oxford event. 

Families with young children, students and the elderly 
turned up to pray for peace in the city and to praise God. 

Prayers were led in four languages: Yoruba, Spanish, 
Punjabi and English. 

And in one of his first public appearances since his 
inauguration 48 hours before, the new Bishop of 
Oxford, the Rt Revd John Pritchard, gave an opening 
prayer for the event. 

He spoke to the vicar of St Andrews, Andrew 
Wingfield Digby, in front of the gathered crowds. He 
told them that it was in Oxford that his journey as a 
Christian first began. It was here as a student he met the 



Oxford love-in 

‘living Lord’, he said. 

The Revd Wingfield-Digby said the prayers of thou- 
sands in the diocese had been answered with the 
appointment of Bishop John, and he was welcomed by 
the crowds with loud applause. 





THOUGHT 
FOR THE 
MONTH 

By David Winter 



BCP services hard to find? 



PBS 

PrtivtT Book 
Society 



Registered Charity No. 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote die worship and doctrine 
of die Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 0118 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



‘Do not doubt, but believe’ John 20:27 

Most of us know the story of ‘Doubting 
Thomas’, whose feast day falls this month 
(July 3rd). For some reason Thomas was- 
n’t there when the risen Jesus first 
appeared to the disciples in the Upper 
Room. When his colleagues told him excit- 
edly that they had seen the Lord, he 
thought they were victims of some kind of 
mass delusion. ‘Unless I see the marks of 
the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 
the mark of the nails, and my hand in his 
side, I will not believe’. 

However, a week later Jesus appeared again, 
and this time Thomas was there. Jesus 
addressed him personally, inviting him to do 
exacdy the things he had specified he would 
need to do in order to ‘believe’. In the event, 
Thomas did none of them. He simply cried 
out. ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus then 
rebuked him, but quite gently. Thomas had 
believed because he had been offered unequiv- 
ocal evidence. The truly blessed would be all 
those who in the future would believe in the 
risen Lord without such evidence. 

So Thomas is forever dubbed ‘doubting’ 
- but that’s not the same as ‘unbelieving’. 
Thomas ‘believed’ in Jesus from first to 
‘ last. He had trusted him and followed him 
all the way from Galilee to Gethsemane. 



That’s quite different from doubting 
whether his friends were right in their 
belief that they had ‘seen’ Jesus. 

We know that Thomas (like many of us) 
had a rather sceptical streak about him - it 
was he who questioned whether they knew 
‘the way to the Father’, as Jesus had claimed 
(John 14:5). But that’s not at all the same 
thing as unbelief. To question whether such 
and such a thing is the case is not the same as 
abandoning trust in a person - and what 
Jesus called for was trust rather than sub- 
scription to a proposition. Thomas doubted 
his fellow apostles, and that suggests a man 
not easily persuaded. But he had never 
doubted that Jesus was the Messiah, and 
faced with his risen presence he immediately 
and enthusiastically shared the faith of the 
other ten, who, after all, had earlier had 
exactly the same evidence. 

That’s quite important for us, who may 
find ourselves at times struggling with this 
or that truth claim of the Christian faith. 
To ‘believe’, in the Christian sense, is not a 
matter of ticking off items in the Creed, 
but trusting in the Lord Jesus. The ticks 
may well follow (we can pray that they 
do), but like Thomas we may find that 
doubt honestly faced is not the opposite of 
true and deep faith, but a path to it. 




Stained Glass Studio 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 

^ Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

Hpy By appointment only 



The Revd David Winter is former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster and the author of many books. 








